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GREETINGS!

It’s difficult to believe, but another busy fall is upon us. With the dawning of another 
academic year, I want to briefly update you on a few highlights from ongoing activities here 
at the college. 

STRATEGIC PLAN 

1. In constant pursuit of our vision of preeminence, and toward rightful recognition of the 
UFCVM as a global leader in academic veterinary medicine, we continue to build on 
the strategic framework we developed last year. Please visit our website for a refresher 
on the plan in its entirety, but our most notable achievements include our new 
5,000-square-foot clinical skills laboratory was completed in August. This impressive 
new space represents a key advancement in teaching and learning for our college. Built 
as an addition to the Veterinary Academic Building, the new laboratory will offer UF 
veterinary medical students the unique technology and state-of-the-art space needed 
for a variety of hands-on and other learning opportunities aimed at developing and 
enhancing clinical skills. Last fall, we initiated a new, required series of courses for

freshman and sophomore students with the goal of ensuring technical competence when these students begin their 
clinical rotations and as they prepare to enter practice. The new laboratory will enable us to expand training opportunities 
and is among the largest and most progressive of any similar space available across U.S. veterinary medical colleges. We 
are thrilled this project has finally reached completion. You’ll be seeing more about this exciting new space in future issues 
and news posts. 

2. Our UF Veterinary Hospitals continue to sustain and strengthen their recognized leadership positions among peer 
institutions in academic veterinary medicine. Earlier this year, the UF Small Animal Hospital achieved Level 1 certification 
by the Veterinary Emergency and Critical Care Society. The Ocala-based UF Pet Emergency Treatment Services clinic 
recently achieved Level 3 certification by the VECCS as well, and in July, our Small Animal Hospital in Gainesville achieved 
full accreditation from the American Animal Hospital Association, becoming one of only six veterinary medical teaching 
hospitals to gain that distinction. As I’m sure you know, these accomplishments don’t come easily; they stem from 
the outstanding work of our clinical faculty and staff and require strong and effective hospital leadership. In April, we 
announced the appointment of Dr. Dana Zimmel as our new associate dean for clinical services and chief medical officer. 
Dr. Zimmel has brought talent, passion and focus to the UF Veterinary Hospitals as chief of staff for the past five years and 
will continue to contribute these strengths in this new leadership role for our vitally important clinical enterprise. In recent 
years, Dr. Zimmel has come to be recognized and respected nationally as a thought leader among veterinary medical 
teaching hospital executives, and I am thrilled to have her as a member of my executive leadership team. In addition, 
we have numerous new faculty hires in both Small and Large Animal Clinical Sciences departments and our caseloads 
continue to grow in most services.

3. Two new world-class research hires are now fully on board and are supplementing our existing research strengths in key 
areas. As part of an initiative to expand our research enterprise in the context of One Health, Dr. Roy Curtiss has joined 
our immunology and microbiology research group, and Dr. Chris Vulpe is now a part of our environmental and toxicology 
group. Importantly, these renowned scholars were attracted to UFCVM because of the existing strengths in our research 
faculty and programs, along with the exciting prospects for even greater success in the future. We have other new faculty 
hires we are very excited about as well, and you’ll be hearing more about their work and programs in the near future.

UF VETERINARY ACCESS SCHOLARSHIP 

The college has taken a bold leadership position in aggressively addressing the problem of escalating student debt loads. 
Launched in January of this year, our new UF Veterinary Access Scholarship initiative is gaining critical visibility as word 
is spreading in the veterinary medical profession locally, regionally and nationally. Thanks to an initial Challenge Gift by 
Dr. Paul Nicoletti, we had already raised more than $200,000 for this program by early May, and we are gaining more 

Dean James W. Lloyd

M e s s a g e  F r o M  T h e  D e a n



                                  Fall 2015  |  3 
 

- Florida Veterinarian - 

momentum every day. Our goal is to increase the amount of scholarship monies we award to our veterinary medical 
students annually by tenfold and we know we are already making a difference. There’s more information about the program 
elsewhere in this issue, but if you wish to join us in our quest or learn more, please contact Patricia Wlasuk, director of 
scholarship giving, at pwlasuk@ufl.edu or at 352-294-4212.

40 TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

The coming year, 2016, is the college’s 40th anniversary. We plan to celebrate with a bang and hope you’ll be a part of the 
celebration in some way as the year unfolds. Many of you have already heard from us, as we are actively soliciting feedback about 
game-changing impacts the college has had during its 40 years of existence. We plan to talk about those impacts as points of 
Gator pride, and hope you’ll be talking about them, too. We have so much to be proud of at the UFCVM and you’ll be hearing 
more in the coming months about our celebratory plans.

It is truly a time of growth, hope, energy and enthusiasm at the UFCVM. So many of you have had key roles in our successes 
to date, and we look forward to your ongoing active engagement as we continue to create the future of veterinary 
medicine, together.

Go Gators! 

James W. Lloyd, D.V.M., Ph.D.
Professor and Dean

The University of Florida College of Veterinary Medicine is supported through funding from UF Health and the 
UF Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences.

Chris Barley, an advisor to the Doral Pro 
Health Fund, is, is shown at right with college 
development officer Marcela Brandao. Through 
Barley, the DPH Fund has provided a total of 
$250,000 over five years to the Pet Samaritan 
Fund, which is reserved for special cases. Thanks 
to the Pet Samaritan Fund, more than 200 dogs 
have received life-saving treatment at the UF 
Small Animal Hospital. The fund is reserved 
for the most dire cases where acute, targeted 
medical intervention is needed to get the animal 
back on its feet. 

ADVOC ATE  STRENGTH EN S  SUP P ORT  TO  H ELP 
AN I MALS  TH ROUG H  UF ’ S  P ET  SAMARITAN  FUN D

Staff Photo
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Photo courtesy of DOACS
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By Sarah Carey

Michael Short, D.V.M. (’98), was appointed as Florida’s state 
veterinarian and director of the Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services’ Division of Animal Industry in July 
2014. Commissioner of Agriculture Adam H. Putnam calls 
Short, “a proven leader in the areas of livestock disease 
prevention, control and eradication who works diligently to 
protect Florida’s agriculture industry and its livestock.” 

“As a proud Gator myself, it is wonderful to see other 
University of Florida graduates become true leaders in our 
state,” Putnam said.

After graduating from veterinary school, Short worked 
in private equine practice in Ocala and in Tallahassee 
for approximately seven years before becoming equine 
programs manager with the Division of Animal Industry in 
2004, a position he held for 10 years until being promoted 
to the division’s bureau chief of animal disease control in 
April of last year. Short served as Bureau Chief for three 
short months before accepting his latest appointment as 
state veterinarian. 

Short shared with Florida Veterinarian some of his 
responsibilities and priorities in his new position. 

Q WHAT ARE YOUR DAY-TO-DAY DUTI ES LI KE?

One of the primary reasons I enjoy my job is that my 
duties are quite varied. I may visit a producer on a farm one 
day, spend the next day in meetings and on conference 
calls, visit the Bronson Animal Disease Diagnostic 
Laboratory, or be in the field working with staff. My focus 
at all times is to ensure the division fulfills our mission of 
livestock disease prevention and control and agricultural 
emergency response in the most efficient, effective and 
customer service-minded manner as possible. 

Q WH ERE DO YOU SPEN D MOST OF YOUR TI M E? 

It really depends on what is happening in the agricultural 
community. I spend a significant amount of time collaborating 
with our interagency partners such as the University of Florida, 
the Florida Department of Health, the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission, Agricultural Law Enforcement, and 
other sister agencies, interacting with agricultural producers 
and working with our staff. 

I am currently focused on emergency preparedness and 
response, livestock disease surveillance and investigations 
and general administrative oversight of the division.

ALUMNUS TAKES 
THE REINS AT 

STATE’S ANIMAL 
INDUSTRY DIVISION

(continued next page)

Dr. Michael Short reviews a horse’s health records with a local rancher.

Photo courtesy of the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
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The division is responsible for agricultural emergency 
issues within the state so we are continually working on 
preparedness and response to both natural disasters, like 
hurricanes and livestock and zoonotic diseases. 

Administratively, I have been working with the division’s 
Bureau of Animal Disease Control to assess and institute 
targeted, risk-based disease surveillance and investigations 
to ensure we are working in an efficient and effective 
manner. A major initiative with the Division’s Bureau of 
Diagnostic Laboratories is the Laboratory Modernization 
Project. After a comprehensive internal review and meetings 
with industry, we have made significant strides in improving 
the Bronson Animal Disease Diagnostic Laboratory’s service 
and performance. While we still have work to do, we have 
already reclassified positions, purchased needed equipment 
and trained personnel.

Q WHAT ARE TH E MOST EXCITI NG AN D 
REWARDI NG ASPECTS OF YOUR JOB?

It is exciting for me to have an influence on national and 
state animal health policy, which can improve and safeguard 
animal and human health. To that end, I am encouraged 
by the One Health approach to diseases that directly affect 
animal and human health. One Health is an important step in 
safeguarding animal and human health and contributing to 
surveillance and early detection of diseases. 

The most rewarding aspect of my job would be the 
relationships that I have formed with colleagues, members 
of industry and staff. I have the pleasure of working with 
dedicated people who have a passion for agriculture and 
improving the lives of others. 

Q WHAT ARE SOM E OF TH E KEY 
COLL ABOR ATIONS YOU HAVE WITH TH E 
UFCVM?

We collaborate with UF on a weekly, and sometimes daily, 
basis. The CVM has been instrumental in assisting with 
expertise on numerous issues, including several disease 
outbreaks, consultations on multiple toxic and feed issues, 
emergency management preparedness, and consultation 
on routine disease and laboratory issues.

We have a quarterly meeting with Dean (Jim) Lloyd and 
others from the college. Three collaborative working groups 
have been formed including, a bovine, equine and laboratory 
working group. The goal of the working groups is to ensure 
communication on current disease issues and discuss ways 
of collaboration on research projects and industry outreach 
and education.

Q HAVE YOU STAYED I N TOUCH WITH YOUR 
FORM ER PROFESSORS,  CL ASSMATES AN D 
ALUM N I  FROM TH E UFCVM?

My mentors at the University would include Dr. Rob MacKay, 
Dr. Maureen Long and Dr. Carlos Risco. I still enjoy working 
with these three and many others at the college. I do stay in 

frequent touch with several classmates and often run into 
others at meetings or other events. I always enjoy catching 
up with classmates. 

I am also fortunate to work with Dr. Lisa Conti (’88), who has 
a wealth of experience and knowledge in both human and 
animal health. As a first year state veterinarian, I appreciate 
the guidance and wisdom imparted by Dr. Conti, her support 
and her availability for consultation on issues.

As deputy commissioner and chief science officer for the 
department and due to her background and experience, Dr. 
Conti supervises those divisions with a scientific mission. 
The divisions are Animal Industry, Plant Industry, Agriculture 
Environmental Services, Aquaculture and Food Safety. In this 
role, Dr. Conti is innovative in finding ways for interfacing 
each division with other scientific agencies. She has a gift of 
reducing complex concepts into manageable bites, which 
comes in handy when dealing with disparate divisions 
with different goals. To further this collaboration, Dr. Conti 
leads monthly meetings to discuss administrative and 
scientific issues. 

Q WHAT ARE YOUR OVER ALL PERSONAL AN D 
PROFESSIONAL G OALS FOR TH E FUTURE?

Professionally, there are many goals that I hope to accomplish 
in the next few years. As the lead agency for both animal 
and agricultural emergency issues, the Division of Animal 
Industry must continue to train and equip our emergency 
responders and expand partnerships with outside agencies 
to better prepare for natural, man-made and disease 
emergencies. I also want to continue hiring dedicated, 
highly trained staff in both bureaus, which serves at the 
forefront of disease detection. In the future, I hope to 
have more staff veterinarians as certified foreign animal 
disease diagnosticians. 

A local rancher confers with Dr. Michael Short about the health of his horse.

Photo courtesy of the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
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Dr. Leigh Sawyer 
Leigh A. Sawyer, D.V.M. (’85), a captain with the U.S. Public 
Health Service, has served in a variety of federal agencies in 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, including 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the Food and 
Drug Administration, the National Institutes of Health and in 
the Office of the Secretary. 

Her achievements range from the management of major 
public health programs to initiatives resulting in major impact 
on the health of the nation and globally. 

Sawyer recently contributed to the Ebola response in West 
Africa, where she served as a USPHS officer at the Monrovia 
Medical Unit in Margibi County, Liberia, overseeing the clinical 
laboratory. Her participation was noted in the May 1 issue of 
the Journal of the American Veterinary Medical Association. 

The president of the United States mobilized the USPHS 
Commissioned Corps to manage and staff the MMU, a 25-bed 
hospital dedicated to providing care to health care workers 
who became infected with Ebola in Liberia. 

“This was the largest single mission for the Corps in West 
Africa,” Sawyer said. “The Corps’ MMU teams were the 
only U.S. government entity providing direct patient care. 
The MMU’s mission and impact also included bolstering 
international as well as Liberian national health care responder 
confidence to engage and assist in the fight.” 

Sawyer said her training and public health professional 
experience prepared her for “the most rewarding and once in 
a lifetime opportunity to work with Ebola patients in the MMU 
with my USPHS colleagues in Liberia.”

A specialist in veterinary preventive medicine, Sawyer 
obtained her M.P.H. degree from the University of California-
Berkeley’s School of Public Health prior to entering veterinary 
school. She credits the University of Florida College of 
Veterinary Medicine with supporting her interest and pursuit 
of a career in tropical animal health and global public health.

Sawyer retired from her 30-year career with the USPHS on 
July 1.

ALUMNI ASSIST IN EBOLA RESPONSE

(continued next page)

Dr. Boris Lushniak, deputy surgeon general of the U.S. Public Health 
Service, with USPHS veterinarians Amy Peterson, Leigh Sawyer and 
Evan Shukan in front of the medical unit in Monrovia, Liberia.

Photo courtesy of JAVMA
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Dr. Kendra Stauffer
Kendra Stauffer, D.V.M. (’99), is a veterinary medical officer 
for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Global 
Disease Detection Branch in the country of Georgia.

Stauffer is responsible for implementing infectious disease 
activities at the human/animal interface throughout 
Georgia and the Southern Caucus Region and serves as a 
key member of the leadership team for the global disease 
detection program.

Her primary mission is to enhance the capacity of partner 
countries to detect and respond to infectious disease threats.

A specialist in veterinary preventive medicine, she served 
earlier this year as an epidemiologist for the CDC’s Ebola 
response effort in Liberia. 

Stauffer was deployed twice to that country, first between 
January and March and again in May. In her first deployment, 
she attended technical, informational and partners meetings 
and conducted infection prevention and control assessments 
of public health clinics. She also performed contact tracing 
of people who were epidemiologically linked to a confirmed 
or suspected Ebola virus case. In May, she led the CDC’s 
epidemiology team and acted as the organization’s liaison 
with the Ministry of Health and social .welfare, directing 
activities, duties and logistics for six county health teams.

“When I went into the remote villages, I was often surrounded 
by dozens of children, all happy, and all just wanting to view 
the stranger from the U.S. who came to talk to the town 
chief about Ebola virus disease,” Stauffer said, adding that 
she worked with more than 20 different partners, including 
UNICEF, WHO and many others to coordinate their activities 
with the county health teams.

“At the end of my deployment, I knew that I had an impact 
on controlling and preventing more cases of Ebola virus 
disease as well as teaching many people about infectious 
diseases and basic hygiene,” Stauffer said. “What I didn’t 
expect is how much of an impact they would have on me. As 
I was leaving, I felt like I was leaving part of myself behind. 
Although I was very happy to be going home, there was 
something so beautiful and peaceful about the people I met, 
that Liberia, especially Lofa County, will always have a special 
place in my heart.”

After graduating from the University of Florida College of 
Veterinary Medicine, Stauffer worked in private practice 
for five years prior to joining the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Veterinary Services program, where she 
worked for nearly 10 years as a veterinary medical officer 
and emergency coordinator and served in key leadership 
positions. She previously worked for the CDC from 2008-
2010 as an epidemic intelligence service officer in the 
bacterial special pathogens branch.

Dr. Kendra Stauffer, center, is shown with staff from the Bureau 
of Immigration and Naturalization during a land border crossing 
assessment between LIberia and Guinea.

Photo courtesy of Dr. Kendra Stauffer
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Three UFCVM 
graduates were 
named to the 
University of Florida’s 
inaugural “Gator 100” 
list of the world’s 
fastest growing 
companies founded 
by UF graduates. 

Harmony Animal 
Hospital, owned by Jodi Reed, (’01) and her husband, 
Jason Lenhardt, is a small animal practice located in 
Apex, North Carolina. The practice opened in 2009. 

Reed, a general practitioner, works with dogs and cats 
and specializes in dentistry and soft tissue surgery. 

Her business philosophy is, “Take the time to focus on 
and service the clients who appreciate all you do and find 
peace in letting go of those who do not.”

SAVE THE DATE 

NOVEMBER 7, 2015

Lap of Love Veterinary 
Hospice, founded by 
Mary Gardner (’08) of 
Yorba Linda, California 
and Dani McVety (’09) of 
Lutz, Florida, is the largest 
network of veterinarians 
dedicated solely to end-
of-life veterinary care. 

The company has 
grown from one veterinarian in Tampa to more than 
60 veterinarians around the U.S. Gardner and McVety 
have been featured in numerous local, national and 
professional media outlets, including ABC, Fox 13, 
University of Florida’s alumni magazine, Entrepreneur 
Magazine, DVM Newsmagazine and others.

Companies selected to the list must have been in 
business for at least five years, be Gator-led or Gator-
owned and have annual revenues of $100,000 or more.

GRADUATES MAKE LIST OF FASTEST 
GROWING GATOR COMPANIES

Dr. Jodi Reed Drs. Mary Gardner and Dani McVety
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By Sarah Carey

A rare parasite that can cause sickness in humans and 
animals is present in more species of snails in Florida than 
previously thought, potentially putting people and pets who 
eat snails at risk.

University of Florida scientists made the discovery after an 
orangutan treated at UF died from eating snails carrying 
the parasite Angiostrongylus cantonensis, known as the rat 
lungworm. While the rat lungworm is considered established 
in snail populations in Hawaii, until now it has not been 
commonly seen in the continental United States. However, 
the researchers’ findings show the parasite may now be 
established in South Florida, which raises concerns about 
how it got there and the potential implications for both 
animal and human health.

“Determining the geographic distribution of this parasite in 
Florida is important due to the hazards to human health,” 
said Heather Walden, Ph.D., an assistant professor of 
parasitology at UF’s College of Veterinary Medicine and lead 
author of a study published in February in the Journal of 
Parasitology.

The rat lungworm is a nematode that can affect both 
animals and humans. It uses the rat as a definitive host and 
gastropods, such as snails, as intermediate hosts.

Florida’s large horticultural industry makes the parasite’s 
presence in the state particularly disturbing because plant 
nurseries are one of its most important modes of transport.

“Most of the snails found to be intermediate hosts for this 
parasite in our study are invasive and some feed on or 
shelter on ornamental plants, which have the potential for 
distribution throughout Florida and in other areas of the 
United States,” Walden said.

Walden’s research builds on a previous UF study, which 
reported that a 6-year-old orangutan treated at UF in 2012 
after exhibiting neurological symptoms was infected with 
the rat lungworm. The animal had a history of eating snails, 
Walden said.

In 2013, Walden and a colleague visited the Miami area to 
collect terrestrial snails from the orangutan’s infection site. 
They sorted snails by size, shape and color and identified 
them by species.

The scientists collected mucus from all of the snails and 
analyzed specimens for the presence of nematodes. 
Additionally, rat fecal samples were collected from the 
original infection site and examined for nematodes.

Of five species of terrestrial snails tested, three tested 
positive for the rat lungworm. One species was the same as 
the orangutan had ingested, one is a known intermediate 
host and the other had never previously been identified as 
an intermediate host, the study states. All of the rat fecal 
samples contained the nematode.

Walden is working 
with study co-author 
John Slapcinsky, an 
invertebrate zoologist 
who specializes in the 
study of mollusks with 
UF’s Florida Museum 
of Natural History, to 
properly identify and 
process all of the snails 
collected in this project.

In addition to the danger 
to humans, the rat 
lungworm can also affect 
dogs, horses and birds.

“These species all get 
similar diseases,” she 
said. “So these findings 
are of interest not only 
to companion animal 
medicine but to human medicine as well.”

The parasite causes a rare and potentially fatal form of 
meningitis in people, according to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention.

Walden hopes to broaden her survey to the entire state of 
Florida and will be working with UF veterinary students in 
the endeavor.

“Humans can’t become infected with this parasite unless 
they eat an undercooked or raw snail,” she said. “Some 
animal species can harbor the infective larvae, like different 
crustaceans or frogs. As long as food is cooked and you wash 
your produce, you will most likely never ingest it.”

As for pet owners, “I often tell my students, ‘Don’t let your 
pets eat lizards or catch mice,’ to avoid potential infection of 
other parasites. Snails also fall into that group,” Walden said. 
“If you know you have a snail problem, try to keep your pet 
away from that area.”

 S T U DY :

A UF study coauthored by John Slapcinsky and Dr. Heather Walden of the  
UF College of Veterinary Medicine revealed that more snail species carry the  
rat lungworm in South Florida than previously thought.

Photo by Mindy Miller

John Slapcinsky, right, of UF’s Florida Museum  
of Natural History and Dr. Heather Walden of the  
UF College of Veterinary Medicine view a snail  
under the microscope.

Photo by Mindy Miller
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By Sarah Carey

A typical puppy, it didn’t take long for little 6.5-pound Buddy, 
a Chihuahua mix, to scarf down several pills when they 
accidentally spilled from his owner’s bathroom sink on Feb. 
21. It also didn’t take long for the 4-month-old pup to start 
having seizures: The pills were muscle relaxers containing the 
drug baclofen.

“I was at work and my boyfriend called me freaking out 
because our daughter had found the dog in obvious distress,” 
said Melodey Freni, who lives in Ocala. “Apparently one of 
our cats had knocked over the bottle of muscle relaxers and 
Buddy got ahold of the pills. He tore it open and ate about 10 
of them.”

Freni rushed Buddy to her veterinarian, who contacted UF’s 
Pet Emergency Treatment Services in Ocala when the dog’s 
condition worsened.

“He had no body movement, but he was yelping, so we 
knew he was alive,” Freni said. “The UF vets stabilized him 
and gave me all of his treatment options. But when I asked 
what the very best option was for him, they said it was 
hemodialysis treatment.”

Freni never doubted what she was going to do; Buddy had 
been a Christmas present for her daughter, and she would try 
to save his life, no matter what the cost.

The UF PETS team then immediately transported Buddy 
to the Small Animal Hospital in Gainesville, arriving shortly 
before Freni and her family did.

“He had stopped breathing in Ocala,” said Dr. Carsten Bandt, 
chief of the hospital’s emergency and critical care service. 
“We intubated him there and hand-ventilated him on our way 
to UF. Once we got to UF, he was treated with hemodialysis 
to remove the baclofen from his bloodstream. We were able 
to remove all of his baclofen and he went home a few hours 
later, being completely normal.”

Bandt said that without hemodialysis, Buddy probably would 
have continued to have seizures and would have stayed on a 
ventilator for at least a few more days.

“This is a nice example of how hemodialysis actually can 
help to keep a medical bill down, but most importantly, the 
procedure can help a patient recover quickly,” Bandt said.

As for the Freni family, they can’t say enough about UF. They 
are grateful not only for the care rendered to Buddy, but for 
the kindness shown to their daughter while she waited to 
hear if her beloved dog was going to pull through his ordeal.

“My daughter was so upset about what happened to Buddy,” 
Freni said. “She blamed herself. She said, ‘If I had been 
playing with him and not with my toys, this wouldn’t have 
happened.’ But Dr. (Ashley) Allen actually came out and sat 
down with her and said, ‘oh, no, if you hadn’t found him and 
brought him in, we wouldn’t have been able to save him.’”

Now Buddy has a new family nickname: Super Puppy.

“We really can’t thank the veterinarians at UF enough,” Freni 
said. “Now we kind of include them as part of our family. 
We’re just so glad they are close to us, in our backyard 
in Gainesville.”

TINY DOG SURVIVES BIG SCARE, 
THANKS TO UF EMERGENCY 

VETERINARIANS
Buddy Freni, a 4-month-old chihuahua mix, is shown receiving hemodialysis treatment at UF’s Small Animal Hospital on Feb. 28.

Photo courtesy of Dr. Carsten Bandt



- Florida Veterinarian - - Florida Veterinarian - 

12  |  Fall 2015   

By Sarah Carey

One of Gainesville’s most popular bovines, an 11-year-old Jersey 
cow named Penny, is back to eating apples and helping to 
educate children about farm life at Morningside Nature Center, 
thanks to surgery performed May 8 at the UF Large Animal 
Hospital to remove a mass in her udder.

Penny is no stranger to UF veterinarians, who have seen 
her many times over the years due to her poor reproductive 
performance, said Myriam Jimenez, D.V.M. a resident with UF’s 
Food Animal Medicine Service.

“She’s never gotten pregnant,” said Jimenez. “About a year ago, 
she was treated for mastitis on her right rear quarter, probably 
due to biting flies. She received treatment, including a teat 
amputation, for her mastitis, but unfortunately the problem 
worsened into an abscess within her udder.”

Jimenez said UF veterinarians treated the abscess and tried to 
resolve Penny’s infection with a variety of treatments but were 
not successful.

Enter fourth-year veterinary student Carley Trcalek.

“Carley came to the FARMS service for her last month of clinical 
rotations and met Penny,” Jimenez said. “We were at the time 
discussing how we might proceed with an approach closer 
to surgery. Carley took it upon herself to take pictures, which 
she shared with Dr. (David) Freeman and UF’s large animal 
surgery team.”

Trcalek said she took an instant liking to Penny after first 
meeting her.

“She’s a very sweet cow with a lot of personality,” Trcalek 
said. “Another reason I became so involved was the staff at 
Morningside. They are so dedicated to Penny and that was really 
inspiring. Their dedication and Penny’s winning personality really 
motivated me to help her as much as I could.”

After meeting Penny and realizing surgery was being considered 
as a last resort, Trcalek consulted with various team members in 
surgery and anesthesia to get their opinions as to how well this 
option might work.

“I thought, we have access to the best of the best in these fields, 
why not take advantage,” Trcalek said. “From there, I just did 
what I typically did while on clinics – pestered the clinicians.”

The UF team came up with a solid surgical and anesthesia plan 
and a cost proposal, which was then proposed to Morningside 
staff. Morningside agreed to move forward and Penny was able 
to be scheduled for her much-needed surgery.

The procedure, which took about two hours, was conducted by 
Valeria Albanese, D.V.M., a UF large animal surgeon.

“Both the surgery and the anesthesia were fairly involved, and 
I am extremely grateful to the team that made this happen,” 
Trcalek said. “I felt like the whole thing was such an awesome 
collaborative effort between FARMS, surgery, anesthesia and 
Morningside. I am proud to be a part of such a wonderful team.”

Penny was able to go home May 10.

“She’s healing well,” Jimenez said. “She has a bit of expected 
swelling on her right leg due to the extension of the mass 
removal, but she is in good spirits and eating her apples as 
always. We expect a full recovery and are very optimistic about 
her future.”

In addition to being a beloved icon for visitors to the Living 
History Farm at Morningside, which is operated by the City of 
Gainesville, Penny is a valuable educational resource and an 
integral part of the center’s farm programs, said Bricky Way, 
Morningside’s recreation leader and farm manager.

“Today, many children or adults have little chance for interaction 
with the farm animals that were a daily part of our ancestors’ 
lives,” Way said.

From milk production to garden fertilizer, Morningside visitors 
learn through Penny how bovines were an indispensable part of 
a late 1800s Florida farm.

“We owe everyone on the UF veterinary team a huge debt of 
gratitude,” Way said.

B E L OV E D  B OV I N E  H O M E 
A F T E R  S U C C E SS F U L  S U R G E RY

Enter Carley Trcalek (‘15), a fourth-year veterinary student at the time, 
and Dr. Myriam Jimenez, a resident with the Food Animal Reproduction 
and Medicine Service, with Penny, an 11-year-old Jersey cow owned 
by Morningside Nature Center in Gainesville. Penny received successful 
surgery to remove an abscess within her udder on May 8 at UF’s Large 
Animal Hospital.

Photo by Sarah Carey
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By Sarah Carey

The UF Pet Emergency Treatment Services clinic in Ocala has 
been certified as a Level 3 veterinary emergency and critical care 
facility by the Veterinary Emergency and Critical Care Society.

Only three facilities in the state are presently certified by the 
national group. The UF Small Animal Hospital in Gainesville 
became certified as a Level 1 facility earlier this year.

“The UF PETS facility in Ocala serves Marion County veterinarians 
and pet owners in that area by providing the expertise we have 
available at our main Gainesville facility but on a smaller scale,” 
said Dr. Carsten Bandt, chief of the hospital’s emergency and 
critical care service. “We received this certification because of our 
capabilities and high standards of emergency and critical care.”

The certification program is part of an effort by the group to raise 
awareness for emergency critical care services and to give the 
public a way to compare different emergency and critical facilities.

According to the society’s website, the Level 3 emergency and 
critical care facility is an acute care facility with the medical staff, 
personnel and training necessary to provide emergency and 

critical patient care. Facilities receiving the Level 3 designation 
are open to receive small animal emergency patients on nights, 
weekends and holidays 365 days a year.

Emergency specialists at UF PETS manage everything from 
trauma and acute kidney disease to lacerations and exposure 
to toxins.

The service treated more than 4,200 small animal patients in 
2014, according to Dana Zimmel, D.V.M., associate dean for 
clinical services at the UF College of Veterinary Medicine.

The facility opened in July 2012 and represents a unique 
national business model through which veterinarians in the 
Marion County area own the building in which the facility 
operates, while UF owns the business. The collaborative 
arrangement benefits veterinarians in the area by providing 
a facility where they can refer animal patients after normal 
business hours. Pet owners in the area benefit by having a high-
quality emergency facility close to home.

U F  P E TS  C L I N I C  I N  O C A L A  C E RT I F I E D  BY 
N AT I O N A L  G R O U P

The University of Florida Small Animal 
Hospital has gained accreditation in 
both traditional and specialty areas 
from a national group following a 
rigorous review of the hospital’s 
practice protocols, medical equipment, 
facility and client service.

The designation, granted Aug. 4 by the 
American Animal Hospital Association, 
or AAHA, symbolizes the highest level 
of veterinary excellence, according to 
the association. Established in 1933, 
AAHA is the only accrediting body for 
small animal hospitals in the U.S. and 
Canada. Today, only 12-15 percent of 
all veterinary practices in the U.S. and 
Canada are AAHA accredited.

“We are so pleased to have reached 
this important milestone, which 
is a reflection of the highlevel of 
veterinary expertise we offer to pet 
owners and to the referring veterinary 
community,” said Dana Zimmel, 
D.V.M., associate dean for clinical 
services and chief medical officer at 
the UF College of Veterinary Medicine.

In addition to becoming accredited 
in the traditional primary care area, 

the UF Small Animal Hospital is 
now accredited for referral services 
in nine specialty areas, including 
ophthalmology, emergency and critical 
care, cardiology, internal medicine, 
dermatology, zoological medicine, 
neurology, surgery and oncology.

Unlike human hospitals, not all animal 
hospitals are required to be accredited. 
For the AAHA designation, animal 
hospitals choose to be evaluated on 
approximately 900 quality standards 
that go beyond state regulations, 
ranging from patient care and pain 
management to staff training and 
advanced diagnostic services.

To maintain accredited status, the UF 
Small Animal Hospital must continue 
to be evaluated every three years 
by AAHA.

H O S P I TA L  G A I N S  A A H A 
AC C R E D I TAT I O N

Photo by Sarah Carey

UF student Heather Jimenez holds a patient 
in the UF Small Animal Hospital primary 
care area on May 4.
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College Names 2015 Distinguished Award Winners
By Sarah Carey

Veterinarians focusing on areas ranging from community outreach to public health, higher education leadership, horse 
health and technical training have been named recipients of the University of Florida College of Veterinary Medicine’s 2015 
Distinguished Awards.

The program was established in 2000 to recognize outstanding alumni, faculty and friends of the college in the categories 
of Alumni Achievement, Distinguished Service, Special Service and Outstanding Young Alumni.

Natalie Isaza, D.V.M., a 1994 graduate of the UF veterinary 
medical college and the Barbara and Arnold Grevior 
Shelter Medicine Community Outreach Professor, 
received the Alumni Achievement Award. Isaza joined 
UF’s faculty in 2003 and developed the Merial Shelter 
Medicine Clerkship, now known as the Veterinary 
Community Outreach Program. The program is an elective 
rotation that gives UF veterinary students valuable hands-
on experience with spay-neuter surgery and community 
veterinary medicine.

Isaza also administers a donor-funded program known 
as Helping Alachua’s Animals Receive Treatment and 
Surgery, which helps cover the cost of treating shelter 
animals for medical issues beyond basic spay and neuter. 
She is a co-founder of the St. Francis House Pet Care 
Clinic in Gainesville.

Commander Lauren Davidson, D.V.M., a 1999 UF 
veterinary medical college alumna, received the 
Distinguished Service Award. A commissioned officer in 
the United States Public Health Service, Davidson also is 
board-certified in laboratory animal medicine. She serves as 
director of veterinary resources for the National Institute of 
Dental and Craniofacial Research at the National Institutes 
of Health.

Davidson is the youngest person to become animal program 
director and the second black woman in NIH history to 
hold that position. Davidson has participated in many U.S. 
Public Health Service readiness responses and support 
activities. She received the agency’s Commendation Medal 
and the U.S. Coast Guard Achievement Medal. She also 
serves on various committees and boards to address issues 
among female USPHS officers, including leadership and 
work-life balance. In addition, she mentors students in the 
Washington, D.C. area who are interested in veterinary 
medicine, science and technology.

Pamela Ginn, D.V.M., received the Special Service Award. Ginn 
received her D.V.M. degree from Colorado State University in 
1983 and worked in small-animal private practice until 1990. 
She joined UF’s faculty in 1992 after completing a residency 
in anatomical pathology and singlehandedly developed UF’s 
dermatopathology service. She is board-certified in veterinary 
pathology and internationally recognized for her expertise in 
skin-related diseases.

Ginn has received many awards for her teaching, 
including the American College of Veterinary 
Dermatologists’ Excellence in Teaching Award in 2011. 
She was named associate dean for students and 
instruction at the UF veterinary medical college in 2012 
and has played a key leadership role in curricular revision 
and documentation, student wellness and establishment 
of student learning outcomes.

Glen Wright, D.V.M., and Johanna Elfenbein, D.V.M., who 
graduated from the UF veterinary medical college in 
2006 and 2007 respectively, received Outstanding Young 
Alumni Awards.

Wright, who earned his undergraduate degree from 
Florida A&M University in 2002, was recruited back 
to FAMU for the job he now holds as director of the 
veterinary technology program. Prior to that, he worked 
for several private small-animal veterinary practices in 
the southeastern United States.

He helped guide the FAMU program through 
accreditation by the American Veterinary Medical 
Association and serves on the UF veterinary college 
admissions committee.

Elfenbein is an assistant professor of equine internal 
medicine at North Carolina State University. She 

From left to right are Dr. Glen Wright, Dr. Natalie Isaza, Dr. Johanna Elfenbein and  
Dr. Lauren Davidson, all recipients of the college’s 2015 Distinguished Awards. Not 
pictured is Dr. Pamela Ginn, recipient of the Special Service Award.

Photo by Sarah Carey
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completed a residency in large-animal internal medicine at 
UF in 2011, soon becoming board certified in her field. She 
completed a Ph.D. in biomedical sciences at Texas A&M 
University in 2014. 

Her research focuses on salmonella pathogenesis, including 
identification of novel pathways used by the bacterium to 

grow in the gut. She has published 11 refereed manuscripts, 
generated 23 abstracts and received an NIH-mentored 
clinical scientist research career development award, among 
other accomplishments.

The awards were presented May 23 at the Phillips Center for 
the Performing Arts during college commencement exercises.

By Sarah Carey

An ambitious new scholarship initiative launched earlier this 
year at the UF College of Veterinary Medicine to reverse 
the troubling trend of steadily increasing veterinary medical 
student debt is off to a great start.

The college’s dean, James W. Lloyd, D.V.M., Ph.D., aims to 
rapidly increase annual scholarship awards by tenfold. In June, 
the college announced that it had already raised $204,728.

“This was possible because our generous alumni and other 
supporters helped us meet the Nicoletti Challenge,” Lloyd 
said, alluding to a gift made by professor emeritus Paul 
Nicoletti, D.V.M., through which Nicoletti pledged to meet, 
dollar for dollar up to $100,000, contributions made to the 
UF Veterinary Access Scholarship fund by May 15.

“We are aiming to provide greater access to the veterinary 
medical profession for those individuals who will lead the 
profession into the future,” Lloyd said. “We expect to be 
awarding $5 million in scholarship funds every year, within 
the next decade.”

Lloyd first announced the scholarship initiative and the 
Nicoletti Challenge gift at the North American Veterinary 
Conference in Orlando during a UF veterinary medical college 
alumni reception. 

“Although other veterinary medical colleges also actively 
pursue student scholarships, our college is the first to have 
a development officer dedicated entirely to fundraising for 
scholarship support,” Lloyd said.

Following a national search, Lloyd appointed Patricia Wlasuk 
in January to spearhead fundraising for the initiative, 
which originated conceptually from the college’s strategic 
planning process.

“Alumni, students, faculty and staff were included in this 
process, which began in 2013,” Lloyd said. “All groups 
expressed concern that the escalating student debt load 
trend was restricting recruitment and possibly having a 
negative impact on the choice of career pathway among 
veterinary medical graduates.”

About 2,900 students graduate each year from veterinary 
medical colleges in the United States, according to the 
American Association of Veterinary Medical Colleges. The 
most recent American Veterinary Medical Association 
student survey reports that these new graduates leave school 
with an average debt of $151,000.

“Our goal is to see the average veterinary student’s debt 
load decrease instead of continuing to escalate,” Lloyd said. 
“Unfortunately, the trend is clear that the student debt is 
likely to continue to increase without this initiative.”

Lloyd said veterinarians play a key role in animal, human and 
environmental health.

“The need for veterinarians both nationally and 
internationally will only increase,” he said. “We feel it is our 
obligation, to our students, to the profession and to society 
as a whole, to help enhance student access, keeping our 
profession vibrant and robust.”

New Scholarship 
Initiative Off to Great Start

Dean Jim Lloyd stands with Hunter Schrank, president of the Class of 2015, 
and Dr. Paul Nicoletti during the senior awards banquet held May 22 on the 
eve of commencement. The Class of 2015 made a donation of $2,015 to the 
UF Veterinary Access Scholarship Fund and helped the college meet the 
Nicoletti Challenge.

(Staff photo)
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By Sarah Carey 

Richard Johnson, Ph.D., 
a professor of anatomy 
and neuroscience 
at the UF College of 
Veterinary Medicine, has 
received the college’s 
top teaching award as 

well as the UF Research Foundation professorship in 
recognition of his research accomplishments. 

Both honors were announced independently in late spring. 

Johnson was selected as the recipient of the Zoetis 
Distinguished Veterinary Teacher Award, based 
on numerous criteria, including peer and student 
evaluations; quality of teaching and impact on student 
learning; and teaching-related research, service and 
publishing activities. 

A member of the college’s faculty since 1986, 
Johnson’s primary appointment is in the department of 
physiological sciences. He holds a joint appointment in 
the College of Medicine’s department of neuroscience.

“Over my 30 years of teaching veterinary anatomy, I 
have found that the teaching of anatomy is like teaching 
a language,” Johnson said. “A veterinary student must 
learn to write and speak the language of ‘anatomy’ and 
learn its ‘dialects’ in order to communicate with clinical 
colleagues and clients.”

His course material focuses on structures, organs 
and regions that are the most clinically relevant in a 
particular species using an approach that involves visual, 
auditory and tactile perception, Johnson said.

“Anatomy cannot be learned solely through the 
reading of text and viewing two-dimensional drawings 
and pictures,” he said. “I believe in challenging all the 
students, even those at the top of the class, to learn the 
material beyond what is comfortable and easy. I expect 
as much engaged effort from the students as they do 
from me. They inspire me to improve my teaching.”

Sponsored by the university’s Office of Research, the 
UF Research Foundation professorships are awarded to 
faculty members who have a strong record of research 
and a research agenda that is likely to lead to continuing 

P R O F E S S O R  H O N O R E D  W I T H 
T E A C H I N G ,  R E S E A R C H  AWA R D S

distinction in their fields. The honor includes a three-year 
salary increase of $5,000 and a one-time $3,000 grant 
for research support. 

For the past 25 years, Johnson’s research has focused on 
developing experimental models for the study of spinal cord 
and peripheral nerve injury. He also studies the disruption 
of neuronal circuits associated with such injuries and their 
effect on male sexual function, bladder voiding and sensory 
pathways from the limbs.

“Injury to the spinal cord or peripheral nerve trunks result 
in a number of complications that seriously affect the 
quality of life,” Johnson said. “In humans, most of these 
injuries occur in young men resulting from accidents sports 
activities, and battlefield deployment.”

Recently published national surveys, including three 
Johnson collaborated on, document that among 
paraplegics, regaining normal sexual and bladder functions 
are their most important recovery goals – even surpassing 
the ability to walk again.

Together with his faculty colleagues, new methodologies 
developed in Johnson’s laboratory will be used to study 
painful conditions stemming from myalgia and nerve 
amputation neuromas.

Dr. Richard Johnson

“I BELIEVE IN CHALLENGING 
ALL THE STUDENTS, EVEN 
THOSE AT THE TOP OF THE 

CLASS ... I EXPECT AS MUCH 
ENGAGED EFFORT FROM THE 

STUDENTS AS THEY DO FROM 
ME. THEY INSPIRE ME TO 
IMPROVE MY TEACHING.”
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By Sarah Carey

Dr. Wyland Cripe, D.V.M., 
a former administrator, 
ambulatory clinician and 
founding faculty member 
at the University of Florida 
College of Veterinary 
Medicine who was known 

for his affinity for international veterinary medicine and 
water buffalo, died Dec. 28, 2014.

A member of the first veterinary class (1952) at the 
University of California-Davis, Cripe spent nearly 20 years 
in private practice and pursuing international interests 
before being recruited by the UFCVM’s founding dean, 
Dr. Charles Cornelius, to help establish a new veterinary 
college at UF in 1976. He helped form the Rural Animal 
Medicine Service and in 1977, he persuaded his friend 
and colleague in California, Maarten Drost, D.V.M., now 
a professor emeritus at the college, to come to UF and 
develop a department of reproduction.

As a team leader for the United Nations Food And 
Agricultural Organization in the early 1970s, Cripe 
had become interested in water buffalo and their use 

I N  M E M O R I A M :
D R .  W Y L A N D  C R I P E

in Third World countries. While at UF, he, A.P. Leonards, 
an entrepreneur from Lake Charles, Louisiana and Drost 
hatched a plan to bring two groups of swamp buffaloes 
from Guam and later Trinidad to Gainesville, where they 
were quarantined at UF and their reproductive behavior was 
monitored for several months. As a result, the world’s first 
embryo transfer calf was born in Gainesville. 

Cripe also served 
as the college’s first 
associate dean of 
students and public 
services, a position 
that combined his 
love for students with 
his abilities in the 
area of fundraising.

A memorial 
service was held in 
Gainesville in April for 
Cripe, who passed 12 
days after his wife of 71 
years, Marnelle.

Dr. Wyland Cripe

Dr. Wyland Cripe, right, is shown with 
Dr. Maarten Drost holding the world’s 
first embryo transfer calf.
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The North American Veterinary Conference recently 
named Dr. Chris Sanchez, an associate professor at the 
University of Florida College of Veterinary Medicine, as its 
2015 Speaker of the Year in the equine category.

A board-certified equine medicine specialist, Sanchez 
received her D.V.M. degree from UF in 1995. She then 
completed an internship at Equine Medical Associates in 
Edmond, Oklahoma and a residency in large animal internal 
medicine at UF. She completed her Ph.D. at UF in 2003.

She worked with Al Merritt, D.V.M., now a large animal 
medicine professor emeritus, studying the effects of 
colonic inflammation on nociceptive transmission and 
central processing of pain. Her research has primarily 
been focused on three main areas: the equine gastric ulcer 
syndrome, pain management in the horse and critical care 
of equine neonates.

Her laboratory has evaluated the effectiveness of various 
drugs for the treatment of gastric ulcers in foals and adult 
horses and for pain management in foals and adult horses, 
as well as how different factors, such as age, housing, 
and illness can affect the physiologic environment of the 
stomach in foals and adult horses.

At the NAVC conference in January, Sanchez presented 
sessions on “Managing the Septic Foal in the Field,” 
“Prematurity and Neonatal Encephalopathy: Field Therapy 
and Prognosis” and several other topics. 

NAVC HONORS FACULTY MEMBER 

Dr. Chris Sanchez at the UF Large Animal Hospital.

Photo by Diana Andersen-Davis

HOSPITAL CHIEF OF STAFF NAMED 
ASSOCIATE DEAN FOR CLINICAL SERVICES

Dr. Dana N. Zimmel

Dana N. Zimmel, D.V.M., an 
equine medicine specialist and the 
University of Florida Veterinary 
Hospitals’ chief of staff, has been 
named associate dean for clinical 
services and chief medical officer 
at the UF College of Veterinary 
Medicine. 

The college’s dean, James W. Lloyd, D.V.M., Ph.D., made 
the announcement following a national search. The new 
appointment was effective April 1.

“Dr. Zimmel has an impressive history with this college, both 
as a longtime equine medicine clinician and as a capable 
administrator,” Lloyd said. “Since becoming chief of staff 
in 2010, she has helped the UF Veterinary Hospitals grow 
to become one of the leading veterinary medical teaching 
institutions in the world, second to none globally. Her new 
role will allow her to expand her leadership further within our 
administrative team and I am delighted that she has agreed to 
accept the job.”

A clinical associate professor in the college’s department of 
large animal clinical sciences in addition to her chief of staff 
role, Zimmel joined the university in 2002, working first in 
extension, then large animal medicine and later progressing 

to leadership roles. She became chief of staff of the UF 
Veterinary Hospitals in 2010, when the position was created 
in alignment with the UF Health strategic plan, focused on 
patient-centric care. Under her leadership, hospital caseload 
has grown from 20,542 patients in fiscal year 2011 to 32,871 
patients seen in fiscal year 2014.

In 2012, Zimmel spearheaded an effort to collaborate with 
Marion County-area veterinarians to open an emergency 
and critical care veterinary clinic in Ocala. The clinic now 
employs 10 staff members, and is supported by three 
faculty members and three house officers.

The College of Veterinary Medicine comes under the 
administrative umbrella of UF Health and UF’s Institute of 
Food and Agricultural Sciences.

Lloyd called the UF Veterinary Hospitals “a major and 
invaluable” part of the college, having critical impact across 
the college’s three-part mission.

“For this reason, the Dean’s Council agreed to create 
the new associate dean for clinical services and chief 
medical officer position, in order to assure full and 
appropriate representation of the hospital and the 
clinical services it provides in the overall administration 
of the college,” Lloyd said.
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David Freeman, M.V.B., Ph.D., 
a professor in the UF College 
of Veterinary Medicine’s 
department of large animal 
clinical sciences, has been 
named to the Martha and Arthur 
Appleton Endowed Professorship 
in Equine Studies.

A board-certified equine surgeon, Freeman serves as chief 
of the college’s large animal surgery service. He also directs 
UF’s Island Whirl Equine Colic Research Laboratory.

His research interests include treatment of diseases that 
cause colic in horses. Freeman has developed methods 
and management strategies for colic surgery in the horse 
that have reduced complication rates and improved 
survival rates.

“Dr. Freeman’s role in this professorship is to enhance 
our renowned program of research in equine veterinary 
medicine directed at specific needs and problems of the 
Florida equine industry,” said Carlos Risco, D.V.M., UF’s 
large animal clinical sciences department chairman.

Freeman will lead a progressive graduate training program, 
recruiting and serving as a major advisor for graduate students 
who will be trained to make ongoing impacts throughout their 
own professional careers, Risco said.

Freeman’s many career accolades include being honored in 
2011 by the Federal University of Minas Gerais in Brazil for his 
contributions to the development of equine surgery worldwide.

He was invited by the British Equine Veterinary Association to 
present the Sir Frederick Hobday Memorial Lecture in 2004 
and was named Teacher of the Year in 2007 by the College of 
Veterinary Medicine’s Class of 2010. He received the Florida 
Veterinary Medical Association’s Clinical Investigator Award 
from UF in 2012.

The late Arthur Appleton, a businessman and horse breeder 
from Ocala, created the professorship in 1983 to attract 
an outstanding surgeon with national and international 
recognition in equine research.

“This appointment is a great honor, and an opportunity to 
be linked through history with one of the premier farms in 
Florida, Bridlewood Farm, which was once owned by the 
Appletons,” Freeman said.

E Q U I N E  S U R G E O N  N A M E D  A P P L E T O N 
P R O F E S S O R

Dr. David Freeman

W L A S U K  T O  H E A D  
S C H O L A R S H I P  G I V I N G

Patricia Wlasuk

Patricia Wlasuk, a six-year 
employee of the University of 
Florida College of Veterinary 
Medicine, has been named 
director of the college’s 
new UF Veterinary Access 
Scholarship program following 
a national search.

Prior to her appointment, Wlasuk served as assistant 
director of development and alumni affairs. She was first 
hired as a development associate at the college in 2009.

With student debt continuing to rise more rapidly than 
veterinarians’ wages, the college’s dean, James W. 
Lloyd, D.V.M., Ph.D., recently launched a scholarship 
initiative that is now known as the UF Veterinary Access 
Scholarship. It is aimed at rapidly increasing annual 
scholarship awards tenfold.

“The UF College of Veterinary Medicine is a national leader 
in so many areas,” Wlasuk said. “We need to be a leader 
for our students and the profession by tackling the debt 
load issue head on.” 

During 2014-2015 school year, the college awarded 
$689,050 in endowed scholarships to 288 DVM 
students. According to the American Veterinary Medical 
Association’s 2015 Report on Veterinary Debt and Income, 
mean educational debt for new veterinarians has grown 
by about $6,854 annually over the past 10 years.

“By providing more scholarship support, our hope is 
graduates will have more career options and access 
to accept job opportunities that are important to the 
profession and the health and welfare of animals and 
humans,” she said.

Updates
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YAMAMOTO NAMED TO 
FLORIDA INVENTORS 

HALL OF FAME
Janet Yamamoto, Ph.D., a professor 
of retroviral immunology at the UF 
College of Veterinary Medicine, was 
recently named as one of seven 2015 
inductees of the Florida Inventors 
Hall of Fame. Yamamoto’s discovery 
of the feline immunodeficiency virus 
and vaccine are being applied to 
research into HIV.

The new honorees will be inducted at 
the Florida Inventors Hall of Fame’s 
second annual induction ceremony 
and gala on Oct. 2, 2015, in Tampa.

Honorees, who must have at least 
one U.S. patent, were nominated 
through an open process and elected 
by a selection committee comprising 
distinguished leaders in research and 
innovation throughout Florida.

Collectively, the seven 2015 
inductees hold more than 430 U.S. 
patents. 

In 1984, Yamamoto established the 
HIV/AIDS BSL3 laboratory under 
the joint directive of the Schools of 
Medicine and Veterinary Medicine 
at the University of California-
Davis, which became the Center for 
AIDS Research. She is the first to 
demonstrate, together with Nobel 
Laureate Francoise Barré-Sinoussi, 
Ph.D., that interferon-gamma will not 

protect against HIV-1, and she served 
as the consultant for the second 
FDA-approved HIV-1 Western blot for 
HIV-1 confirmatory test. 

Yamamoto co-discovered the feline 
immunodeficiency virus, FIV, the 
feline counterpart of HIV and also 
invented the first commercial FIV 
vaccine sold by Pfizer-Zoetis and 
Boehringer. Her current research 
focus is on the development of 
a T-cell-based HIV vaccine. She 
donates all of her patent royalty/
licensing income to her research.

Some people dream about 
making the world a better 
place. Gators are out there 
doing it. Every day. 

Through intellect and 
effort, Gators pull together, 
inspire each other and 
move the world forward. 
The more impossible a 
challenge seems, the 
harder a Gator will work 
to overcome it. Whether 
it’s advancing treatments 
for juvenile diabetes or 
protecting the orange crop, 
we approach every day 
with a singular purpose. 
One that’s bigger than 
ourselves. 

Because we are Gators. 

Always.

Dr. Janet Yamamoto

HOUSE RECEIVES GOLD 
STAR AWARD 

Amanda House, D.V.M., an 
associate professor at the UF 
College of Veterinary Medicine, 
has received the Florida Veterinary 
Medical Association’s Gold Star 
Award for 2015.

Each year the FVMA recognizes 
individuals who contribute to the 
advancement of veterinary medicine, 
animal health and the human-
animal bond. The Gold Star Award 
is presented to members who have 
contributed their time and energy 
to the association and/or a local 
association for the advancement 
of the profession. House and other 
award winners were honored April 10 
at the group’s annual conference.

A specialist in large animal internal 
medicine and equine extension, 
House joined the UF faculty in 2007. 
She directs the practice-based 
equine clerkship at the college and 
is an active member of the Florida 
Association of Equine Practitioners. 
She has served on FAEP’s board 
of directors and on numerous 
committees as well as in officer roles, 
including as vice president in 2009 
and as president in 2010.

She also has coordinated UF’s 
Healthy Horses Conference, an 
educational day hosted by the college 
for horse owners, for seven years.

Dr. Amanda House



- Florida Veterinarian - - Florida Veterinarian - 

                                  Fall 2015  |  21 
 

Honors & AwardsTHANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT TO THE 
UF COLLEGE OF VETERINARY MEDICINE 
IN 2014-2015!

288 
endowed scholarships 
awarded to DVM 
students totaling 
$689,050

3,151
alumni represented 
in all 50 states and 
14 countries and 
territories

Total principal amount 
of endowments

$50,715,755

517
scholarships and 

awards to DVM, 
Masters and PhD 
students totaling 
$964, 175

$14,518,882 
dollars raised



$500,000+
Audrey M. Woods (d)

$100,000-$499,999
Anonymous
Jean S. Bidwell (d)
Arnold & Barbara Grevior
Maddie’s Fund
Fran Marino
Paul Nicoletti
Patterson Veterinary Supply
Joseph G. Slick (d)
Sharon F. Walton

$75,000 To $99,999
Operation Catnip
Petsmart Charities
Charles A. Rickabaugh (d)
Sweetbay Foundation

$50,000 To $74,999
Anonymous
Chris Barley, DPH Fund
Marianne A. Burbach
Hill’s Pet Nutrition
Joy McCann Foundation
Merial, Ltd.
Joan Standlee

$25,000 To $49,999
Anonymous
Patti & Bill Alcorn
Columbia Food Service
David Heine
James J. Colt Foundation
Sandra A. Nasser (d)
Nestle Purina PetCare Co.
Ridge VMS
Wendell Whitacre

$10,000 To $24,999
AHVMF
Alicia Celorio
Ashford Stud/Creekview Farm
Banfield Pet Hospital
Tine W. Davis Family 
 Foundation
Larry G. & Rita F. Dee
FVMA

Heidi J. Goss ‘89
Sean J. & Jodi R. Greene
John W. & Elizabeth A. Harvey
Kathleen B. & 
 Arthur G. Hornsby
IDEXX Laboratories
Paul & Lea Levine Foundation
Medtronic
Harold Morris Trust Fund
North American 
 Veterinary Community
Harry L. & Lisa M. Posin
Royal Canin USA
Sebring Animal Hospital
Kenneth M. & Linda N. Slavin
Southland Animal Hospital &
 Board
Assoc. of Shelter Veterinarians
Elmer & Constance Waters
Peggy Y. Wilhelm
Janet K. Yamamoto

$5,000 To $9,999
Anonymous (2)
All Creatures Animal Hospital
Henry Amlung (d)
Animal Clinic of Windermere
Curtis M. Barnett ‘82 & 
 Holly J. Wendell ‘82
John S. Bohatch
James C. & 
 Mary Frances Bransford
Caloosa VMS
Betsy R. Coville ‘88
Donate for a Cause
Aurelio E. & 
 Berta T. Fernandez
Florida Poultry Federation
Victoria I. Ford
Barry A. Goldberg
Irving M. Lerner ‘82
Mary H. & Bernard M. Levine
James W. Lloyd
The O. L. Moore Foundation
Scott & Maureen F. Pierce
Pinellas County VMS
Monisha A. Seth &
 Anthony E. Douglas

Richard A. Smith
VCA
Karen E. J. & Frank B. 
 Wolfsheimer
Zoetis

$1,000 To $4,999
Anonymous (2)
Ragan Adams ‘82
Addison Animal Hospital
Airport Road Animal Clinic
Animal Health & Wellness Club
Animal Medical Clinic at 
 West Town Place
Animal Medical Clinic
AVMA PLIT
David R. Ball ‘84 &
 Kim R. Schemmer ‘86
Bayer Corp.
Jack E. ‘82 & Rebecca L. Beal
James M. Blagg
The Brunetti Foundation
A. H. Burnett Foundation
John & Martha Carter 
 Foundation
Conway Veterinary Hospital
Julia A. Conway ‘06
David W. Cromer
Morris P. Culpepper III
Paul A. Curasi ‘85
Desoto Veterinary Services
Destin Animal Clinic
Dog Day Afternoon
Janet Donlin
Tracy S. DuVernoy ‘88
East Orange Animal Hospital
Robert Egerman
Christopher S. Eich ‘92 &
 Tiffany Blocker Eich ‘96
Robert H. ‘87 & 
 Cheri L. Encinosa
First Coast Veterinary Surgery
Florida Veterinary Medicine
 Faculty Association
Margaret A. Fuller-Kalb ‘86 & 
 Charles R. Kalb, Jr.
Gainesville Offshore 
 Fishing Club

Ernest C. Godfrey, Jr.
Jeffrey S. Godwin ‘80
Shawn P. Gorman ‘01
Kathryn E. Gropp ‘86
Gulf Gate Animal Hospital
Halifax Veterinary Center
James E. Harvey
Robert R. & Margaret Hase
Edward & Alice 
 Hendrickson Rvoc Trust
Richard E. Hord & 
 Anne L. Rottmann
Bryan & Amy R. Huff ‘97
Mark W. Hullstrung
D. Emily Humphreys-Beher
Infectious Diseases, Inc. 
Lester Jackson
Jacksonville VMS
Jensen Beach Animal Hospital
Joan Joesting-Mahoney (d)
Stephen M. Joiner’84
Dana K. Juillerat ‘03
Fidelma A. Kennedy ‘83
Lake Worth Animal Hospital
Pamela S. Langfitt
Karen R. Legato
Robert B. Leonard ‘86
Sara Lienau
Lund Animal Hospital
Matanzas River 
 Animal Hospital
Miami Obedience Club
Dean A. Mitchell
Era J. Moorer ‘81
North Florida Equine 
 Veterinary Service 
Theresa Parrott Nenezian ‘83
North Orange
 Veterinary Hospital
Novey Animal Hospital
Jennifer S. Pallozzi-Long ‘99
Alan S. & Barbara A. Pareira
Parkway Animal Hospital
Nanette Parratto-Wagner ‘85
Katherine J. Pechter
Pet Care Clinic
Pet Partners
Plantation Animal Hospital

THE COLLEGE OF VETERINARY MEDICINE 

Honor Roll of Donors for 2014-2015

The 2014-2015 University of Florida College of Veterinary Medicine Honor Roll of Donors is a way of recognizing generous gifts to the 
college. The students, faculty and staff are most appreciative of this support. This year’s honor roll includes names of all cash and gift in 
kind donors of $1 or more between July 1, 2014 and June 30, 2015. Your name should appear in alphabetical order among donors who 
made gifts of similar amounts. Many alumni choose to make gifts to the college in the name of their veterinary practice and the practice 
name is listed. In addition, we have included cumulative lists of our Dean’s Circle of Excellence & Bequest Society members. The Dean’s 
Circle of Excellence is a premier society that supports unparalleled educational and institutional excellence at the college. Members of our 
Bequest Society have included the college in their estate planning at a value of $10,000 or more. In spite of our efforts, omissions and errors 
sometimes occur and we want to know to know about them. If you have questions or corrections concerning your listing, please contact the 
Office of Development and Alumni Affairs, College of Veterinary Medicine, P.O. Box 100125, Gainesville, FL 32610-0125, (352) 294-4256.
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Prescription Center 
 (RX Center)
Quail Roost Animal Hospital
Ann L. Riebe
Helene B. Roberson
Richard Rubinstein ‘92
Salzburg Animal Hospital
San Pablo Animal Hospital
Michael Schaer
Scott Mill Animal Hospital
Tim R. Sear
Stephen Shores
Alice & Kenneth Simmons ‘81
Simmons Education Fund
South Florida VMA
Spectrum Veterinary Services
St. Johns Veterinary Hospital
St. Jude Medical
Rena B. Stevens
Terry W. Stiles
Steven M. & Daryl V. Swann
Betsy L. Swisher
Tavares Animal Hospital
The Pet Clinic
UF CVM Class of 2015
UF Health Shands Hospital
Vacation Innovations
Village Veterinary
Dana S. Walstad ‘87
Walt Disney World Co.
Megan O. Warlow
Jason L. Wheeler ‘02
Robert David Whitley
Margaret M. Yarborough
Joan M. & Scott W. Ziegler

$500 To $999
Anonymous (4) 
A Arf Arf The Fur Seasons
AKC Reunite
Animal Clinic
Animal Medical Clinic
Animal Medical Clinic at 
 Wellington
Animal Wellness Center
Bahamas Humane Society
Sarah Anne Balaguer ‘08
Anthony F. Barbet
Rick A. Beldegreen ‘85
Latayah Benedetti ‘81
Steven R. Blaustein, Jr. ‘08
Bloomingdale Animal Hospital
Suzanne C. Brannan ‘91
Richard B. ‘00 & 
 Mary R. Bressman ‘00
Colin F. Burrows
Frances Carter ‘84
Mia S. Cary ‘99
John R. Catts
Coastal Veterinary Hospital

Collier County 
 Veterinary Society
Kirsten L. Cooke
Lourdes C. Corman
Stephanie S. Correa ‘96
Tom G. ‘83 & Kim A. Cox 
Marnelle F. Cripe (d)
Leigh Denton ‘82
Gerardo J. Diaz ‘90
Doggone to a Good Home
Karen-Jo Dolamore ‘85
Amy Douglas
Downtown Pet Hospital
Barbara E. duPont
Robert P. Duvin
Laura D. Earle-Imre ‘89
Edgewood Animal Clinic
Gary W. Ellison
Richard Finkelstein
Fondren Pet Care Center
Ruth Francis-Floyd ‘83
Jocelyn Y. Gouin
Government Services Group
Joann Gurdus ‘00
Jonathan ‘91 & Cindy Gurland
David R. Hale ‘84
Elise G. Hitchcock
Barbara M. Hoffman
Christy & 
 Raymond P. Hottinger
Integrated Dairy Services
K Foundation
Robert F. Kahrs
Richard Z. ‘84 & Cheri S. Kane
Knowles Snapper Creek 
 Animal Clinic
Paul G. Koch ‘84
Richard ‘89 & 
 Tatiana Langford
Katherine R. Laurenzano
Dawne W. Lazar ‘82
Ethel D. Lindsey ‘92
Joyce E. Loeser ‘91
Manor Veterinary Hospital
Dawn P. McLane ‘83
Dani G. McVety ‘09
Jonathan K. & Diane E. Meyers
James P. Micinilio ‘91
Irma Molina
Christine Moore
Newtown Veterinary Center
Northampton Animal Clinic
Northwest ZooPath
Northwood Animal Hospital
Oakhurst Animal Hospital
Oaks Veterinary Hospital
Olive Branch Pet Hospital
Pearson Education
Pet Calls Animal Hospital
Lesley L. Phillips
Planco Veterinary Care

Stacy R. Randall ‘90
Bradley & Susan Ridinger ‘87
Daren M. Roa ‘94
Tom & Maggie Runnels
Linda C. Sanchez ‘03
Sarasota Veterinary Center
Daniel W. Sims ‘91
Brian Slagel
Robert J. & Ashley J. Sniffen
St. Francis Pet Care Clinic
Sunset Lakes Veterinary Clinic
Karen L. Taylor-Sorensen ‘88
TCAH Pet Health Care Center
The Cat Hospital of Ft. Myers
Dolores M. Tyneway-Robi ‘92
VCA Briarcliff Animal Hospitals
Veterinary Mobile 
 Endoscopy & Diagnostics
Village Square 
 Veterinary Clinic
Jonathan R. Wald ‘84
Patricia H. Wlasuk
Robert D. Wolgemuth
Woodfield Veterinary Clinic

$250 To $499
Advanced Veterinary Care
 of Pasco
Linda A. Banks ‘90
Ann B. Beshore
Steven P. Brinsko ‘85
Care Animal Hospital of 
 Brandon
Kari L. Cassel
Coastal Veterinary Surgical 
 Specialists
Karen G. Connary ‘94
Susan & James Conner II
Joseph N. Covino ‘03
Crossroads Animal Hospital at 
 Kendall
Elizabeth G. Davis ‘96
Kristin R. Dietrich ‘91
Mark A. Downing ‘02
Maarten & Joan A. Drost
Wm. Tod Drost ‘91
Michael J. Dugan ‘91
Edgewater Animal Hospital
Eli Lilly & Co.
Lisa M. Enfinger
Fernandina Beach 
 Animal Clinic
Joan Freed ‘82
Janis K. Fullenwider ‘04
Kirk N. Gelatt
Don Goebel
Arnold L. Goldman ‘86
Douglas S. ‘82 & 
 Lucinda W. Hagler
Bruce M. & Tracy S. Handfinger

Karen Heard ‘81
W. Boyd Henderson
Candace Jo Hofer
Tammie L. Hotaling & 
 Dennis F. Hannon
Brian C. Hurley ‘94
Chantal M. Jones ‘86
Ray M. ‘95 & Holly S. Kaplan
William R. Kroll ‘83
Anne P. Lannon ‘88
Kathleen D. Linton
Rita Manarino ‘87
Mary Ellen Markunas-Feick ‘86
Kelli M. Marlar ‘10
John M. McDermott ‘88
Milton J. McKelvie ‘83
James S. McManis
Gregory A. Merritt ‘10
Eileen Naaman ‘81
Janet G. Nesbitt ‘84
Cuong Q. Nguyen
Northside Animal Hospital
Judith A. Oliver ‘99
Laura L. Pearson ‘92
Gail K. Perfect ‘83
Linda Poirier
Kristin L. Polci-Moger ‘92
Rae’s Veterinary Housecalls
John T. Rand ‘12
Laura B. Raymond ‘82 & 
 Thomas R. Cushing, Jr.
Julia A. Runnfeldt ‘93
Sabal Chase Animal Clinic
Gail E. Sasnett-Stauffer & 
 R. David Stauffer
Mary E. Scully ‘95
Robin L. Sego ‘99
Shank Animal Hospital
Sisset’s
Deidre C. Sizer ‘85
Thom A. Smith ‘98
South Florida Beef-
 Forage Program
Lance B. Sprenkle
Alice J. Straughan ‘84
Sandra M. ‘84 & 
 Joseph Taboada
The Animal Hospital & Pet 
 Resort at Southwood
Timberlane Pet Hospital & 
 Resort
Holly V.H. Vance ‘98
Veterinary Associates
Allison Vitsky ‘98
Robert Weeren ‘87
Theron M. Westervelt
Weston Road Animal Hospital
Richard B. Williams ‘81
Jo Ann Winn
Donald L. Wolfersteig ‘80
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$100 To $249
Anonymous (6)
David R. Aiken
All Animal Clinic
All Creatures Animal Hospital
Joel Altman
Dena J. Anderson ‘93
Linda J. Anderson
Susan E. Anderson ‘83
Diana I. Angelis
Animal Clinic of Nassau County
Apalachee River 
 Animal Hospital
James G. Bader
Elaine M. Barra
Sarah ‘06 & David Bartlett, Jr.
Linda Bartus
Bayonet Point Animal Clinic
Mailande Becker-Holland
June A. Bemben ‘95
Bruce S. Bennett
P. Bennett ‘93
Beville Animal Hospital
Bike Shop of Winter Haven
Lauren L. Blaeser ‘98
Brooke Bloomberg ‘07
Braden River Animal Hospital
Van H. Brass II ‘11
R. Kenneth & 
 M. Elizabeth Braun
Mark Case Brigham’81
Kate Brown ‘82
Eric J. Bucki ‘05
Daniel & Judith Burstein
Christine T. Camann
Allison B. Cannon ‘03
Cecilia E. Carroll
Kimberly A. Carter ‘91
Sara J. Chapman ‘99
Mark A. ‘01 & 
 Patricia I. Cheadle
CityPaws Animal Hospital
Carol M. Clark
Coin & Jewelry 
 Gallery Millhopper
James G. Coisman ‘04
Jill Colloton
Sheri R. Cone ‘96
Lisa A. Conti ‘88
Ron W. Cooper ‘89
Heather J. Courtney
Cynda Crawford ‘89
Michele R. Cretarola
Olivia Crissey
Barbara Croyle
Melanie Thompson Curtis ‘87
Daniels Parkway 
 Animal Hospital
Susan Daries
Melissa Daub-Popielarczyk ‘93

Lauren P. Davidson ‘99
Karen B. Davis ‘81
Lance Day
Alan E. Deichler
Krysta L. Deitz ‘02 & 
 Justin B. Sencer
Phyllis S. DeLaney
Shelley H. Desvousges
Nicole M. Dielo ‘05
Michael Donahue
Raymond Dugas
Gregg A. DuPont ‘81
Jodi E. Ehrlich ‘89
Christin L. Eley ‘97
John A. Farah ‘80
Rhonda C. & 
 David Feitsma III ‘99
Robert R. ‘88 & Ann K. Fisher
Erika Forman
Susanna M. Fromm ‘83
Michelle L. Fusting ‘14
Alexander E. Gallagher ‘01
Gardens Animal Hospital
Gayle J. & Dennis E. Geagan ‘84
Mark E. Gendzier ‘87 & 
 Virginia Quelch ‘87
Chris A. Gentile
Judith C. Geroni
Lesley & Eric Gilbert
Roger L. Gilley ‘84
Denise D. Ginex ‘91
Melissa S. Glikes
Ellis C. Greiner
Joan A. Hadraba
Edward L. Haeussner ‘98
Patricia A. Hamilton ‘99
Harry H. Harkins, Jr.
Kristin L. Henson ‘00
Christina Herejk ‘05
Michael J. Herman ‘85
Sharon K. Hiemenz
Daniel A. Hill ‘81
Henry D. Hirsch
Christian C. Hofer ‘05
Jennifer L. Hooks-Diedrick ‘04
Stacy L. Horner ‘90
Amanda I. Hosny
Michael C. Hughes ‘95
Lillian J. Johnson
Ann B. Jones
Lana Kaiser
Stephanie D. Kane ‘12
Kehoe Animal Clinic
Jimmy E. Kindred
Jane C. Klimcke
Jean M. Kluge ‘95
Judith B. & Gary L. Knowles
Marilyn Kostolich ‘81
Molly C. Kraut ‘95
Denise L. Lam ‘89

Todd K. Laughrey ‘92
Aaron M. Lazerson ‘11
Rachel T. Lovell
Leslie Lupo
Joan R. Lyon
Katherine M. Lytle ‘10
Lisa M. Markham’92
Allison E. ‘95 &
 Timothy T. Marshall 
Joan T. ‘85 & 
 Earl W. Marshall III
Fiona P. Maunsell ‘07 &
 Frederick L. Wasmer
Margaret McCormick
Lynn McCrae-Duffy ‘81
Monika McDole-Russell
Lindsay W. McKay ‘03
G. Christian Meyer
Barbara & Franklyn Meyers
Cynthia Mills
J. Christopher Mixon ‘96
Dragan Momcilovic
Risa R. Moore ‘90
Ashley L. Mounts ‘06
Kari L. Nash
Joan Needell
Novartis
Charles W. Nydam
Christopher K. O’Sullivan ‘00
Kris Otteman
James A. ‘81 & Renee A. Palmer
Marc C. Panton ‘95
John H. Parks
PIT Sisters
Michele Preston
Vince Procacci
Kathy A. Purcell ‘84
William A. Rainbow ‘12
Rawls Veterinary Hospital
Louise C. Redner
Joe L. & Sue N. Reina
Julia J. Reynolds ‘85
Marilyn Susan Richmond
Christine W. Riggs
Frank J. Rodgers
William G. Rodkey
Damon B. Rodriguez ‘97
Emily Rothstein ‘88
A. Fleet Ryland III ‘81
Saint Bernard Animal Hospital
Leigh A. Sawyer ‘85 & 
 Gerald V. Quinnan, Jr.
Jane M. & Andrew J. Schaibly
Michael J. Schiff
Vera R. Segall
Barbara & Peter Sheerin ‘94
Jacqueline S. Shellow ‘87 & 
 Barry L. Faske
Robert G. Shimp
Amy K. Shumaker ‘01

Andres Silva
Sharon L. Silverglate
Lisa A. Sinclair ‘03
Mary M. Smart ‘85 & 
 James N. Denison 
St. Francis House 
 Pet Care Clinic
Carly & Justin Starnes ‘15
Kimbra E. Steele ‘06
Julie M. Stephens-DeValle ‘91
Jerilyn L. & David T. Stoner
Pamela A. Storrar
N. Allison Swank ‘94
Three Oaks Animal Hospital
Sharon R. Tiberio ‘82
Amy N. Treadwell ‘05
Rich Turnbull
Cathryn E. Turner ‘88
Stacey M. Uprs
Claudia Valderrama ‘95
Robert M. Van Duys ‘91
Veterinary Acupuncture & 
 Wellness
Alexander Villarreal ‘98
Stacie M. Wadsworth ‘85
Jo Anne & William G. Wagner
Michael J. & Diane B. Ward
Waterford Lakes Animal 
 Hospital
Brenda L. Weissman ‘06
Ruth E. West ‘11
Linda & Norman Wetzel
Ashley B. Whitehead
Katherine O. Wider
James E. Woods ‘01
Patricia Woodson
Linda Yonke
Piboon Yutisri

Up To $99
Anonymous (6)
Jeffrey R. & Carol C. Abbott
Carrie H. Adams
DeDee Aleccia & 
 Harold A. Hultman
All Creature Animal Clinic
Angela R. Amorosi
Animal Medical Clinic of 
 Windermere
Ark Animal Hospital
Beachwood Animal Hospital
Paul A. Bernard
Renee Bernbaum-Kass & 
 Gerard Kass
Laura T. Betts ‘00
Valerie G. Biehl ‘90
Maggie A. & Tom Bielecky
Pat Biesheuvel
Kristen Bird
Joao H. Bittar ‘13
Dennis M. Bleile
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Brenda Blouin
Elisa M. Bobrin ‘94
Susanne L. Boess
Barbara J. Bone
Katarina Boros
Robert A. Bracey
Scott Brady
Ellen S. Bruno
Patricia F. Bryan
Beth A. Buchanan ‘84
Irene A. Buchine
William W. Burdett
Jennifer ‘11 & Ryan Burroughs
Siobhan Byrne-Alexis ‘89
Rebecca Callahan
Anne M. Campbell
Lynne S. Capece
Mark A. Carey
Rebecca Carey ‘07
Kathi Carlson
Susan Carnahan
Cynthia & Christopher Carson
William L. Castleman
Elizabeth A. Cauffiel
Robin R. Chambers ‘87
Kathy Chelemer
Willyn W. Cherry
Kay M. Chilcoat
Charlene Chivis
Yoon J. Cho
Matthew R. Ciciarelli
Megan S. Cires ‘14
Carol L. Cirigliano
Jill W. Clark
Terry Clekis
Celeste A. Clements ‘89
Patricia M. Cohen
Randi P. Cohen ‘02
Community Animal Hospital
Vicki L. Conn
Jill M. & Peter M. Cooke
Kathy Coolman
William F. & Serena Craft
Christine N. Crews
Marie Crofoot
Penny Cutler-Serra
Mickey Day
Leslie A. DeCicco
Esther M. Devlin ‘06
Jennifer A. Dill ‘11
Rachel V. DiSesa
Craig M. Dopp
Raj & Stephanie DSouza
Kathy K. Dunberg
Jennifer Durham
Deborah A. Egan
Bradley C. Estes
Susan E. Eveland
Abbey L. Fager
Lisa L. ‘99 & Brian J. Farina

Jeanette W. Fields
William J. Flanagan
Timothy P. Flood ‘85
Becky Focht
Food Animal Medicine Club
Alicia P. Frecker
Kelley Fuller
Julie & Scott R. Gifford
Karen D. Gillis ‘03
Jacqueline N. Glowicki ‘10
Tracie Goetz
Stacey Goldstein
Ruth B. Good
Mary M. Gorrell
Dena Grant
Nika A. Grigsby ‘12
Richard J. & Joann L. Grosso
Kimberly S. Hankamer ‘90
Rhonda L. Harms
Brian D. Harris ‘08
David M. Harris
Deborah L. Harris ‘95
Marjorie Haskell
Healing Light 
 Veterinary Service
Carolyn J. Hester
Carol Highsmith
Annie Hite
Glen F. Hoffsis
Sherian M. Holt
Melissa M. Hood ‘96
Les Howell
Dawn M. Huisenga ‘06
Andrew J. & Ruth A. Hyatt
Indian Street Animal Clinic
Priscilla E. Irvine
Island Animal Hospital of 
 Venice 
Robin M. Jaeger ‘01
Georgia Jenkins
Amanda Jezek-Martinot &
 Theodore A. Martinot
Tyrell B. Kahan ‘11
Denise M. Kalliainen ‘81
Wendy J. Kozak ‘97
Tammy A. Kramer
Mark Krueger
Emily M. Kunihiro ‘11
Joan E. Lappin
Iske L. Larkin ‘00
Marika P. Laszlo
Alison Law
Alison L. Law
Jessica J. Leeman ‘11
Molly A. & Alan F. Lesnick
Morgan B. Lewis
Marcia L. Lightfoot ‘13
Hou Iun Henry Lio
Janis Liro ‘80
Jay Luedecke

Karen K. Lynch
Georgia A. Lyons (d)
Lisa Marek
Lisardo J. Martinez IV ‘82
Carolyn M. McKune & 
 Michael J. Dark
Patrick McLin
Gina H. & Gary McNamara
Anna McQuaid-Ayers ‘92
Judith A. Milcarsky ‘86
Eve Milkman
Linda Millman
Matthew J. Miner
Mobile Pet Vet
Debra Moore
Dawn Morgan-Winter
Kimberly K. Morrison
Moses Creek Animal Hospital
Lee J. Mowinski
Lawrence J. ‘82 & 
 Elizabeth D. Murphy ‘82
Peggy Murphy
Tecla B. ‘94 &
 Samuel E. Myrick III 
National Veterinary Associates
Kelly Neal-Mariotti
Steve Nemchik
North Bay Animal &
 Bird Hospital
Mike Nowick
Ellen O’Brien
Mario Obstbaum ‘87 & 
 Dana Harman-Obstbaum ‘87
Bradley S. Oldick
Deanna Oleske
Melanie G. Pate
Sarika S. Patel ‘08
Claudia & Doug Perkins
Karen M. Perry ‘84
Shannon M. Pettit
Jed R. Powell ‘11
Dhani Prakoso ‘11
Anna Raevsky ‘87
Bonnie C. Randall
Barbara G. Rassel
Cyndi F. Rauch
Penny D. Rawles
Carol Richardson
Pamela-Anne S. Rizza
Hilary Rogers
Jay D. Rolfe
Lisa L. Rolfe
Pamela Roscoe
Royal Palm Veterinary Center
Martina M. Sander ‘94
Santa Fe Animal Hospital
Allison R. Sateren ‘02
David ‘85 & Pamela Sausville
Fred Schirmer ‘88
Jessica R. Selby

Timothy L. Settle ‘90
Mary L. Shue
Kim Sievert
Susan Sirmons
Skyway Animal Hospital
Karol E. Smith
Mary C. Smith
Lyndall J. Soule ‘91
Daniel J. Spade ‘11
Keith & Molly Spain
Sabina B. Squires ‘08
Ranealla Steinberg
Carol Stephens
Amy L. Stieler ‘11
Amanda C. Stiles
Amy E.S. Stone ‘02
Michael S. Strauss
Maggie B. Struck ‘07
Tyler F. Stubblefield ‘12
Brenda R. Stuglik
Sunnybrook Animal Hospital
Team Vetmed
Janice S. Then
Jessica K. Thomas
Lisa M. Thompson ‘05
Mark & Nancy Thorlton
John E. Thrasher III
Town & Country Vets
Heather M. ‘08 & 
 Forrest I. Townsend III ‘06
Kristal Turner
Teresa J. Tuttle
Patricia Ungar
Varsity Veterinary Center
Tony Venezia
Veterinary House Calls for Pets
Sheila Vick
Ellen D. Vinitsky
Marcela Von Reitzenstein ‘03
Walt Disney Co. Foundation
Laura Weiland
Beth V. Weldon ‘86
West Coast Veterinary Center
Jean M. West
Abbie B. Whitehead ‘90
John R. Wight ‘95
Callie L. Wilkes
Ariel Y. Womble ‘11
Kristy Woods
Glen Wright ‘06
Gretchen M. Yost ‘00
Karen M. Zimmerman ‘87
Natasha N. Zoghby ‘91 

(d) = Deceased
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Dean’s Scholarship Endowment

Listed below are friends of the college who have joined Dean James Lloyd in his effort to reverse the escalating debt load trend for 
veterinary students. This effort will provide greater access to the veterinary medical profession for those individuals who will lead the 
profession into the future.

Anonymous (7)
Dena J. Anderson
Sarah Anne Balaguer
Linda A. Banks
Curtis Barnett & Holly Wendell
Rick A. Beldegreen
June A. Bemben
Joao H. Bittar
Lauren L. Blaeser
Steven R. Blaustein, Jr.
Brooke Bloomberg
John S. Bohatch
Van H. Brass II
R. Kenneth & 
 M. Elizabeth Braun
Beth A. Buchanan
Caloosa VMS
Frances Carter
Mia S. Cary
Kari L. Cassel
Robin R. Chambers
Sara J. Chapman
Mark A. & Patricia I. Cheadle
Celeste A. Clements
James G. Coisman
Kirsten L. Cooke
Ron W. Cooper
Betsy R. Coville
Tom G. & Kim A. Cox 
Olivia Crissey
Melanie Thompson Curtis
Melissa M. Daub-Popielarczyk
Lauren P. Davidson
Larry G. & Rita F. Dee
Nicole M. Dielo
Jennifer A. Dill
Rachel V. DiSesa
Janet Donlin
Mark A. Downing
Maarten & Joan A. Drost
Michael J. Dugan
Tracy S. DuVernoy
Edgewater Animal Hospital
Jodi E. Ehrlich
Rhonda C. & 
 David Feitsma III
Robert R. & Ann K. Fisher
Joan Freed

Janis K. Fullenwider
Alexander E. Gallagher
Mark E. Gendzier & 
 Virginia Quelch 
Roger L. Gilley
Jacqueline N. Glowicki
Ruth B. Good
Ellis C. Greiner
Joann Gurdus
Jonathan & Cindy Gurland
Douglas S. & Lucinda W. Hagler
David R. Hale
Kimberly S. Hankamer
Brian D. Harris
Christina Herejk
Christian C. Hofer
Jennifer L. Hooks-Diedrick
Richard E. Hord & 
 Anne L. Rottmann
Robert F. Kahrs
Richard Z. & Cheri S. Kane
Stephanie D. Kane
Ray M. & Holly S. Kaplan
Fidelma A. Kennedy
Marilyn Kostolich
Molly C. Kraut
Emily M. Kunihiro
Lake Worth Animal Hospital
Anne P. Lannon
Aaron M. Lazerson
Karen R. Legato
Robert B. Leonard
Ethel D. Lindsey
James W. Lloyd
Rachel T. Lovell
Katherine M. Lytle
Rita Manarino
Mary Ellen Markunas-Feick
Kelli M. Marlar
Allison E. & 
 Timothy T. Marshall 
Joan T. & 
 Earl W. Marshall III
Amanda Jezek-Martinot ‘03 &
 Theodore A. Martinot
Fiona P. Maunsell &
 Frederick L. Wasmer
Moody C. McCall

Lindsay W. McKay
Dragan Momcilovic
Risa R. Moore
Kimberly K. Morrison
Ashley L. Mounts
Tecla B. & Samuel E. Myrick III 
Eileen Naaman
Theresa Parrott Nenezian
Janet G. Nesbitt
Paul Nicoletti
North American
 Veterinary Community
Judith A. Oliver
Christopher K. O’Sullivan
Marc C. Panton
Alan S. & Barbara A. Pareira
Nanette P. Parratto-Wagner
Jed R. Powell
William A. Rainbow
John T. Rand
Stacy R. Randall
Daren M. Roa
Emily Rothstein
San Pablo Animal Hospital
Linda C. Sanchez
Martina M. Sander
Fred Schirmer
Jacqueline S. Shellow & 
 Barry L. Faske
Amy K. Shumaker
Lisa A. Sinclair
Mary M. Smart & 
 James N. Denison 
Thom A. Smith
South Florida VMA
Daniel J. Spade
Kimbra E. Steele
Amy L. Stieler
Amy E.S. Stone 
Alice J. Straughan
Tyler F. Stubblefield
N. Allison Swank
Team Vetmed
The Cat Hospital of Ft. Myers
Lisa M. Thompson
UF CVM Class of 2015
Claudia Valderrama
Robert M. Van Duys

Veterinary Mobile 
 Endoscopy & Diagnostics
Marcela Von Reitzenstein
Jo Anne & William G. Wagner
Jonathan R. Wald
Dana S. Walstad
Robert Weeren
Abbie B. Whitehead
Ashley B. Whitehead
Richard B. Williams
Jo Ann Winn
Patricia H. Wlasuk
Glen Wright
Gretchen M. Yost 

 



                                    Fall 2014  |  27 
 

Dean’s Circle of Excellence

Listed below are friends of the college who have joined this premier society that supports unparalleled educational and institutional 
excellence. Lifetime members include people who pledged a cash gift of $25,000 or who have documented a bequest gift of $100,000+. 
Leadership members include those who have pledged a cash gift of $10,000. Loyal members include those who have pledged a cash gift of 
$5,000. This is a cumulative list rather than a fiscal year list.

Lifetime Members
Patti & Bill Alcorn
Dena Baker & Andrew Taylor
Caloosa VMS
Susan Carastro & Kim Skielnik
Betsy Coville
Larry & Rita Dee
Aurelio & Berta Fernandez
Barry Goldberg
Heidi Goss
David & Tatie Heine
Richard & Cheri Kane
Tim Lassett
Bern & Mary Levine
James W. Lloyd
Scott & Kristy Lund
Dana McDaniel
Paul Nicoletti
North American
 Veterinary Community
Nanette Parratto-Wagner
Douglas Pearce

Leadership Members
Robert Foley
Amy & Bryan Huff
Robert Leonard
Marta Lista
Richard Wilkes

Loyal Members
David Ball & Kim Schemmer
John & Adele Bass
Jack & Rebecca Beal
Suzanne Brannan
James Brechin
Frances Carter
Luis Castro
Julia Conway
David Cromer
Rick & Jacqueline Diaz
Katherine Doerr
Barbara duPont 
Christopher Eich & 
 Tiffany Blocker Eich

Bob Encinosa
Charles & Carol Fischman
Mary Gardner
Paul Gartenberg
Ernest Godfrey
Jeff Godwin
Tim Gossman
Barbara & Arnie Grevior
John Harvey
Bob & Margaret Hase
Paul Slade Hayman
Glen Hoffsis
Mark Hullstrung
Julio Ibáñez
Jacksonville VMS
Stephen Joiner
Dana Kale Juillerat
Denise Vondrasek Kanzler & 
 James Kanzler, Jr.
Dale Kaplan-Stein
Tamara Faulkner Kelly
Karen Legato

Jennifer Long
Moody McCall
Michael McNulty
Dani McVety
Susan Tanhauser Munn
Lawrence & Elizabeth Murphy
James Pennington
Pinellas County VMS
Robert Porter
Stacy Randall
Richard Rubenstein
Stephen Shores
Richard Sutliff
David Tollon
Edna Lynn Turner
Richard Williams
Patricia Wlasuk 

 College of Veterinary Medicine Bequest Society

Listed below are friends of the college who have provided documentation that they have included the college as a beneficiary in their estate 
plans at a value of $10,000 or more. This is a cumulative list rather than a fiscal year list.

Anonymous (17)
Jacqueline & Jack Aimi
Jeanne E. Arkin
Fredrick Hugh W. Ashford
Margaret A. Atwood
Dena D. Baker & 
 Andrew M. Taylor
Melanie V. Barr-Allen
Melvin & Barbara Berk
Phillip & Sally Bohr
Robert & Pauline Boucher
Leland W. Brannan
Joyce Bryan
Adele Bucci-Machata
Marianne A. Burbach
Michael A. Burke
Sarah K. Carey
Kathy Cerra
Victoria L. Clampitt
Edward & Jeannette Cole
Thomas R. & Mary J. Craig
Jacqlin M. Crotty
Morris P. Culpepper III
G. Samuel & Judith S. Davis
Larry G. & Rita F. Dee

Joseph E. Dorsey
Denise Drennan
Richard P. Dwyer
Jack & Linda Eads
Susan E. Ellis
Anne C. Fleming
Josephine P. Fletcher
Victoria I. Ford
Ramona E. & Ben Franklin, Jr.
Linda Galati
Donald & Elizabeth Garrett
Mark E. Gendzier &
 Virginia Quelch
Heidi J. Goss
Karl & Roxann Hart
Robert B. & Carol J. Hartless II
Jan C. Heflinger
Amy A. Heimann
David & Tatia Heine
Carey A. Heinrich
Candace Jo Hofer
Arthur & Kathleen Hornsby 
Scott & Vicki Hunt
Donna S. Ing & Family
Richard Z. & Cheri S. Kane

Marilyn N. Keehr
James M. Kosmas
Timothy P. Lassett
Morton J. Levine
John & Jan Lewis
Fran Marino
Celia S. Martin
Kimberly Mason
Dana McDaniel
Michael J. McNamara
Charles McNichols & Visit Giri
Marilyn Middleton
Dick & Lorene Monroe
Beverly A. Moreau
Susan Mularski-Dismuke
Paul Nicoletti
George (d) & Marge Nieves 
Philip L. Paront
Nanette Parratto-Wagner
Madeline S. Pearson
Scott & Maureen Pierce 
George H. Pollack
Kathleen M. Pollack
Barbara A. Ragan
Barbara H. Reark

Kathy Reger (Mother of 
 Thomas W. Ernst)
Diane Reser
Marilyn Susan Richmond
Susan K. Ridinger
Jacquelyn Rittenhouse
William P. Roberts
Rob Roknick
Robert D. Romine, Jr.
John & Grace Rufus
Donna B. Sachs
Suzanne J. Schwertley
Claudia & Michael Strong
Mark & Nancy Thorlton
Robert S. & Helen D. Tolmach
Katrina D. Vanesian
Gerri Voller
Jonathan & Bernice Wade
Roberta H. Waller
Sharon F. Walton
Michael & Diane Ward
Bethene G. Wilkinson
Gayle E. Wooding
Elaine Young



Oct. 15-18 
The Florida Association of Equine Practitioners will hold its 
11th annual Promoting Excellence Symposium at the Naples 
Grande Beach Resort. The college will have an exhibit booth 
and will host an alumni gathering during the event. For more 
information, visit http://givingandalumni.vetmed.ufl.edu/.

Oct. 25
Ride with Team VetMed in the Horse Farm Hundred cycling 
event! For more information email Jo Ann Winn at
winnj@ufl.edu.

Nov. 7
The college will celebrate UF Homecoming weekend with a 
pre-game tailgate barbeque event. All alumni and their families 
are invited. For information on how to purchase tickets, visit 
http://givingandalumni.vetmed.ufl.edu/.

Jan. 16-20
The North American Veterinary Conference and CVM alumni 
gathering will be held in Orlando. The college’s gathering will 
be held Jan. 17 at the Marriott Orlando World Center. For more 
information, visit:
http://givingandalumni.vetmed.ufl.edu/. 
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Dr. Caryn Plummer, left, is shown with the Saputo family and their sheltie service 
dogs. The family brought their group of dogs to the UF Small Animal Hospital 
on May 8 to participate in the hospital’s annual Service Dog Eye and Heart free 
screening examination event, made possible through the American College of 
Veterinary Ophthalmology. 
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