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As we enter the fall season, we are proud to welcome the 113 new D.V.M. students who make up the 
Class of 2018, as well as several new faculty and staff to the CVM Gator family.

The past year has been a whirlwind, as we’ve actively engaged in strategic planning, with an emphasis 
on identifying initiatives that will propel our college to preeminent status across all areas of its mission – 
teaching, research and clinical services.

Already, we have made great strides, and I would like to take this opportunity to update everyone on 
our progress to date and provide a glimpse of our direction for the near future. 

Although we view our plan as live and evolving, our timeline for reaching significant, measureable 
progress is 24 months from when we began our initial planning in the fall of 2013. During the last half 
of 2013, we hired new faculty in the areas of dermatology, clinical pathology, cardiology, integrative 
medicine, zoo medicine and toxicology. Since that time, positions have been filled in neurology, 
anatomy, neurophysiology, ophthalmology, and radiology, and searches are currently underway in 
equine surgery, dairy health, pathology, radiation oncology, small animal medicine and dermatology.

During 2013, we invested in facilities, including a new education center and computer laboratory, 
diagnostic laboratories and a new equine sports performance complex. Another wave of investments 
started in early 2014, including an advanced clinical techniques laboratory, simulation equipment 
and models, new research laboratory space, renovation of existing research laboratories and research 
equipment upgrades.

Major factors influencing our planning and our timeframe are an upcoming accreditation site visit by the American Veterinary Medical 
Association’s Council on Education in the fall of 2015; an ever-changing market for veterinarians and veterinary medical services; and 
a challenging, but increasingly important, research environment. On the UF campus, this research environment is characterized most 
currently by the University’s national preeminence initiative. One such initiative, in One Health, is being coordinated by our college. 

One Health is the concept that animal, human and environmental health are all related. Many of our alumni are already doing important 
work in this area. We bring you just two of their stories in this issue.

As part of our strategic planning process, we have reaffirmed our core values, which impact every decision we make. Those values include: 

Dean James W. Lloyd

M e s s a g e  F r o M  T h e  D e a n

• Excellence

• Trust

• Accountability

• Innovation

• Teamwork

• Integrity

• Diversity

Based on wide-reaching stakeholder input, the college has identified a number of strategic priorities that cut across the three dimensions 
of our mission. These include:

• Core culture –building collegiality

• Promotion and tenure guidelines

• Leadership development

• International programs

• Enhancing diversity and inclusion

• Faculty development

• Administrative structure

• Preeminent faculty hires

• External engagement

• Communication

Within the key mission areas of research, clinical services and education, the college has defined additional specific elements of strategic 
priority. To learn more about these areas, I invite you to visit our website at vetmed.ufl.edu.

The atmosphere around the college is one of optimism and empowerment as we continue to strive for preeminence across all of our 
programs, with the full support of UF Health, the Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS), and main campus administration. 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me to discuss any aspect of our planning or our overall goals. I welcome your engagement and my door is 
always open.

Best regards, and “Go Gators!”

Dean James W. Lloyd
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W E ’ R E  L I S T E N I N G ! 
We would like to thank all of you who responded to our Florida Magazine readability survey 
this past year. Thanks to your feedback, we have a better feel for what you enjoy most about 
the magazine. 

In this issue, we embark on a new design, which we hope will help us deliver the content you want 
in a more updated  format. 

If you have additional thoughts on our new look, please feel free to email the magazine’s editor, 
Sarah Carey, at careysk@ufl.edu.

In addition, we would like to thank all of our donors and friends for their many contributions to the 
college. We acknowledge support from the past year in our annual donor honor roll on pp. 23-27.

The University of Florida participated 
in the American College of Veterinary 
Ophthalmology's National Service Dog Eye 
Examination event on May 30, providing 
free eye screening exams to 23 dogs. Here 
members of the ophthalmology service 
pose with Judy Thigpin, second from right, 
and her three service dogs, Journee, 
Ryker and Kylee. 

The UF VBMA’s Veterinary Business 
Conference, Feb. 22 at the college, was 
a huge success, organizers said. The 
event is aimed at veterinary students, 
practice owners and associates and 
provides business education and 
information on practice management 
and growth. Speakers this year included 
Dr. Andy Roark (at center in light blue 
shirt), Dr. Mary Gardner (far left, in 
maroon jacket) and Michelle Guercio-
Winter (behind Gardner) of Patterson 
Veterinary, which sponsored the event. 

Dean Jim Lloyd and Dr. Jerry Rayburn, 
president of the Florida Veterinary 
Medical Association, visit during the 
UF chapter of the Veterinary Business 
Management Association’s annual 
conference on Feb. 22.

Photo by Amanda MacCarthy

The University of Florida College of Veterinary Medicine is supported through funding from UF Health and the UF Institute of 
Food and Agricultural Sciences.

Photo by Amanda MacCarthy
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Dr. Alison Morton, an 
associate professor of large 
animal surgery and chief of 
the equine lameness and 
imaging service, is shown 
with a horse inside the 
college’s new equine sports 
complex, which opened in 
the spring. See story, p. 15.

  5     Alumna cultivates focus on           

global health 

 8     Keeping the global village safe

10    World’s largest collection of 
mycoplasma now resides at UF 

14 Scientists discover new 
pox virus in sea otters

12    New test may help identify 
human strains of tick-borne 
disease

13    Gold based drug shows promise 
for fighting bone cancer in people 
and dogs

21    Oncologist captures real-life 
journey in  new book

Florida Veterinarian is published by 
the University of Florida College of 
Veterinary Medicine for alumni and 
friends. Suggestions and comments 
are welcome and should be emailed to: 

Sarah Carey, Florida Veterinarian 
editor, at: careysk@ufl.edu.

Photo by Marisol Amador
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By Sarah Carey

Cassidy Rist, D.V.M., M.P.H., is a 2005 graduate of the UF 
veterinary college who just completed her Master of Public 
Health degree at Emory University and is winding up a two-
year fellowship with the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. At the CDC, she works in the One Health Office 
of the organization’s National Center for Emerging and 
Zoonotic Diseases’ Division of High-Consequence Pathogens 
and Pathology. She shared with Florida Veterinarian how she 
developed her professional interests and focus and insights 
she has gained along the way.

Were you always interested zoonotic and 

emerging diseases and in public health? 

I wasn’t really aware of the opportunities for veterinarians 
outside of private practice before I started at UF. I had 
always had an interest in travel, and fortunately, many of the 
international travel opportunities I participated in with UF 
introduced me to the role of veterinarians as epidemiologists, 
researchers and policymakers. 

I took advantage of as many travel opportunities as possible: 
With UF’s SIVO (Students for International Veterinary 
Opportunity), I travelled to Ecuador to participate in their foot 
and mouth disease vaccination program, and then again to 

Ecuador with Project Heal as the only veterinary student on a 
multidisciplinary student team. 

I went to Yucatan, Mexico twice with Dr. (Jorge) Hernandez 
to participate in the national rabies vaccination campaign, as 
part of a spring break course, and I also went to Cuba with Dr. 
Hernandez twice — once to develop a two-week trip for vet 
students, and then as part of that two-week trip (although I 
actually stayed for six weeks to work with the head of their 
veterinary surgery department).

Have you stayed in touch with your 

former professors and/or others at the 

UFCVM?

I have kept in touch with Dr. Hernandez throughout the 
years since I graduated. He was instrumental to my interest 
in veterinary public health and my understanding of the 
role of veterinarians in global health work. He was one of 
the people I asked to write a letter of recommendation 
for me when I decided to pursue my M.P.H. at Emory. The 
office I have worked in at the CDC, the One Health Office, 
assists with Veterinary Student Day at the CDC every year.                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                         (Turn page)

A L U M N A  C U LT I VAT E S 
F O C U S  O N 

G L O B A L  H E A LT H
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(From p. 5)                                                                                            
This year, I helped coordinate the programming for the 
veterinary faculty who accompany the students. I saw that 
Drs. Hernandez and (Pam) Ginn were on the list to bring 
students from UF and made sure to reach out to them when 
they arrived. During their visit to CDC, Dr. Hernandez asked 
if I would give a talk to the third-year students as part of 
the veterinary epidemiology course. I discussed my M.P.H. 
thesis work in Madagascar, my role as a CDC fellow, and the 
opportunities at CDC for vet students.

I also worked with Dr. Natalie Isaza and the St. Francis Pet 
Care Clinic when I worked as an emergency vet in Gainesville, 
and traveled to Roatan, Honduras with Dr. Amy Stone twice 
to assist with the community animal health project there. This 
kept me linked to UF. 

How did you happen to enter Emory’s 

M.P.H. program and  what was it like 

working in the CDC’s One Health Office?

I was actually accepted to both Emory and Tulane for their 
M.P.H. programs, but I chose Emory because I had been 
offered the fellowship with the One Health Office. It really 
was perfect timing and ended up being a great opportunity 
to experience public health practice from inside one of the 
greatest public health institutions in the world.

The experience was very complementary to my M.P.H. 
training. Emory’s Global Epidemiology Program has given 
me excellent skills in data analysis, survey design and 
implementation, GIS and spatial analysis, as well as public 
health program development, monitoring and evaluation. 
So really, my course work gave me a solid foundation 
in the skills I need as an epidemiologist. My work in the 
One Health Office gave me the opportunity to see how 
government functions to protect public health both 
nationally and internationally. 

What are some of the more memorable 

international projects you’ve been 

involved in over the years? 

I can give you two examples. One is my work as a board 
member for the International Spay/Neuter Network. The 
group organizes and holds three  to four weeklong spay/
neuter clinics throughout the island of Jamaica each year. 
We worked closely with the Jamaican Veterinary Medical 
Association to help train veterinarians in rapid spay/neuter 
techniques. Over the past four years, we have developed 
an excellent group of core vet and vet tech volunteers 
from the U.S. and Canada. We have also gotten several 

“ I  S T R O N G LY  B E L I E V E 
T H AT  A D VA N C I N G 
A N I M A L  H E A LT H 

T H R O U G H  T H E 
P R O V I S I O N  O F 

V E T E R I N A R Y  S E R V I C E S 
. . .  H A S  T H E  P O T E N T I A L 
T O  I M P R O V E  T H E  L I V E S 

O F  T H E  R U R A L  P O O R ” 
- D R .  C A S S I D Y  R I S T

These piglets belonged to one of the households Dr. Cassidy Rist visited in 
a village near Ranomafana National Park in Madagascar in July 2013.
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of the larger all-inclusive hotel chains to start “Cat Café” 
programs, where they allow us to spay/neuter the feral cats 
on their properties instead of just trapping and euthanizing. 

The other example would be my M.P.H. thesis work in 
Madagascar. It’s a long story, but essentially it involves 
investigating the ecology of infectious diseases in 
communities surrounding the Ranomafana National Park. 
I worked as part of an interdisciplinary team, funded by 
Emory’s Global Health Institute, to describe the human-
livestock interface in these communities and how this 
interface relates to the potential for zoonotic disease 
transmission. I was pleased and proud that this project was 
featured in Emory Magazine’s spring 2014 issue. 

What are your goals for the future?

Generally, my interests lie in the area of global health and 
the role of livestock in subsistence agricultural communities. 
I strongly believe that advancing animal health through the 
provision of veterinary services and implementation of better 
husbandry practices has the potential to improve the lives of 
the rural poor by decreasing zoonotic disease transmission 
and improving economic and food security. 

My ideal job would be to work on improving veterinary care 
in rural areas in conjunction with other projects that address 
issues of water and sanitation as well as health care quality 
and access. By designing and evaluating projects that take a 
“One Health” approach, we can provide quantitative evidence 
to governments, NGOs, and others interested in public 
health that vibrant and economically secure communities 
depend on addressing the health of humans, animals and the 
environment as a whole. 

What should the public, veterinarians and 

future veterinarians know about the role of 

the veterinarian in public health and why 

One Health is so important?

It is my hope that more universities will incorporate 
interdisciplinary professional training into their curriculum as 
a way to produce veterinarians, physicians, nurses and other 
health professionals who are competent in the concepts of 
One Health. This is essential, as there is a push for national 
and international health institutions to develop integrated 
approaches to disease surveillance, control and response 
that will require members of the different health sectors 
to collaborate, trust each other and respect each other’s 
expertise, particularly in relationship to zoonotic and emerging 
infectious diseases, including antibiotic-resistant organisms. 

Biosecurity and emergency preparedness are other areas that 
impact public health and require veterinary knowledge. Many 
of the diseases listed as potential agents of bioterrorism are 

zoonotic. Veterinarians contribute to research on these diseases 
and help us understand possible implications for livestock and 
wildlife if an agent were intentionally introduced into the human 
population. Veterinarians are involved in preparedness planning 
for bioterrorism events, as well in planning for the management of 
emergencies due to extreme weather events.

Climate change, although not traditionally a component of public 
health, will certainly affect the health of human and animal 
populations through changes in vector range and disease patterns, 
livestock productivity, and crop production. Veterinarians are 
needed to research the effects of climate change on animal health, 
develop mitigation strategies and help inform policy on livestock 
management practices that can reduce greenhouse gases. 

I think the major takeaway point for the public is that veterinarians 
have an important and essential role in improving and protecting 
public health, especially as the world we live in becomes 
increasingly connected. For veterinary students, I would like to 
emphasize that the education they receive prepares them for 
careers in diverse areas. If they find that clinical practice isn’t their 
interest, they have many other opportunities to use their education 
to benefit society and find personal fulfillment in their work.

Dr. Cassidy Rist is shown while working in a village near Ranomafana 
National Park in Madagascar in July 2013. She was in the area performing 
household surveys and collecting livestock fecal samples as part of her 
graduate  research at Emory University.
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By Sarah Carey

For University of Florida veterinary medical graduate Van 
Brass, D.V.M., M.P.H. (’11) public service and One Health are a 
way of life.”

These days, as a member of the International Biological 
Threat Reduction team at Sandia National Laboratories in 
Albuquerque, N.M., Brass is working in a role that affords 
him the ability to train and travel all over the world. It also 
combines his interest in helping people with limited resources 
in marginalized environments with a longstanding desire to 
impact public policy on a broader scale.

The team Brass belongs to is owned, operated and 
managed by the Lockheed Martin corporation and works 
primarily with the U.S. State and Defense departments to 
reduce the chances of a terrorist biological attack. At the 
same time, Brass works closely with global organizations, 
including the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
the World Health Organization and the World Organization 
for Animal Health (OIE). He even helped edit a chapter 
in an OIE training manual on biosafety and security in 
veterinary facilities.

“We try to keep the bad guys away from bad pathogens that 
could cause a lot of damage here but are commonly found in 
other countries,” Brass said.

To that end, Brass regularly visits diagnostic laboratories in 
countries around the world, working with their personnel 
to help strengthen safety and security measures. The goal 
is to help these laboratories protect the pathogens in their 
possession from theft and also to protect staff from 

becoming infected and accidentally releasing those 
pathogens into the environment.

He could be in Afghanistan one day, showing veterinarians 
there how to properly palpate a cow, and back in the 
United States the next day training laboratory workers in 
disease-control best practices. Recently, he has traveled to 
Afghanistan, the United Arab Emirates, Jordan, Kenya and 
Egypt. He also visited Malaysia in May to assist with that 
country’s public health and disease control programs.

“I also train other veterinarians who aren’t as well equipped 
as we are in the states to be able to better recognize disease 
clinically,” Brass said. “One fear is that something in nature 
could be acquired or used as a weapon.”

 Brass’ team includes experts in many scientific disciplines, 
including virology, bacteriology, biology and biosafety.

“It’s a diverse group of people who have trained all over 
the world,” he said. “I never imagined I would find this job, 
but who would know this kind of job even existed? I knew I 
wanted to work in public health internationally but not how 
I’d accomplish that.”

While a veterinary student, Brass, a Monroe, Louisiana, native 
founded UF’s first student chapter of a group known as VOICE 
— Veterinarians as One in Culture and Ethnicity. The group 
focused on direct community outreach by providing field trips 
and hands-on presentations about animal health to Alachua 
County elementary students and high-risk youth.
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Brass led food and clothing drives for low-income 
residents through VOICE, all the while fulfilling the 
requirements of the D.V.M./M.P.H. combined degree 
program in 2010, the first year it was offered. Always 
keen on understanding more about government, 
public policy and legislative processes, Brass was one 
of three UF veterinary students who participated in the 
AVMA-sponsored Student Veterinary Legislative Day in 
Washington, D.C.

Brass said he had always been taught to serve. At the 
time of his graduation from veterinary school, he said he 
truly felt he embodied the concept of a child being raised 
by a village. He also felt public health was his true calling.

 “From the veterinary standpoint, when we think about 
the breadth of public health, we are very concerned 
about zoonotic diseases,” Brass said. “The pathogens we 
encounter can be zoonotic. My job is to help characterize 
the risk of those threats and minimize them, whether to 
animals or humans.”

This small vial contains one of several mycoplasma samples that are part of a collection of the bacteria now housed at UF and available to researchers 
studying various strains. 

Dr. Van Brass, in blue gloves, demonstrates passing a stomach tube and testing 
rumen fluid acidity with a group of Afghan veterinarians from Afghanistan’s 
Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation and Livestock in June 2014.  

Photo courtesy of Van Brass

Photo courtesy of Van Brass
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Locked away within the University of Florida’s Veterinary 
Medical Complex in a space comprising approximately 
40 cubic feet, are 12,000 freeze-dried specimens of 
mycoplasma, bacteria that cause diseases and disorders in 
plants, animals and humans. 

It represents the world’s largest and most comprehensive 
assortment of the smallest living cells yet discovered, and 
it is priceless scientifically, said Daniel R. Brown, Ph.D., an 
associate professor of infectious diseases at the UF College 
of Veterinary Medicine and chairman of the board of the 
International Organization for Mycoplasmology.

Brown offered UF as a home when a new curator was needed 
for the collection, which is still officially controlled by the 
international group and was part of two separate collections 
at the National Institutes of Health and the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture.

“I wanted some of the specimens from the collection but 
didn’t have access to them,” Brown said. “Other people 

were asking for samples as well. Part of the function of 
the collection is that these samples be provided to people 
seeking them. That’s why we have so many.”

Officially known as the Mollicutes Collection of Cultures and 
Antisera, the specimens represent somewhere between 
1,500 and 2,000 strains of mycoplasma, ranging from the 
scientifically famous to the relatively unknown. They arrived 
last fall and were meticulously documented by Dina Michaels, 
a biological scientist who works in Brown’s laboratory.

“The collection represents a living encyclopedia, as the many 
isolates archived within the collection provide a historical 
narrative dating back to the genesis of mycoplasmology,” 
said Nigel Harrison, Ph.D., an associate professor of plant 
pathology with UF’s Institute of Food and Agricultural 
Sciences, based in Fort Lauderdale. “As such, the collection 
is an irreplaceable resource of reference strains for use by 
scientists dedicated to the study of these unique cell wall-
less bacteria.”

Although some of the better-known 
strains are represented in other 
collections, only UF has strains of almost 
every species, Brown said. 

“For example, we have all of the veterinary 
pathogens, but not all of the other 
collections would have those,” he said.

Most of the bacteria are host-specific 
primary pathogens, best known for 
causing respiratory, urogenital or 
reproductive diseases in humans and 
livestock, poultry, companion animals 
or wildlife, Brown said. Other bacteria in 
the collection can cause severe growth 
disorders in invertebrate animals or plants.

All specimens came from individual 
animals, humans, plants and insects. 
The vial labeled Mycoplasma felis, for 
example, came from the mouth of a cat 
named Ben in Colorado.

WOR LD’ S  L ARGEST  COL LECTION  OF
MYCOP L ASMA  NOW  RESI DES  AT  UF

By Sarah Carey

Dr. Dan Brown and 
Biological scientist Dina 
Michael peruse through 
mycoplasma samples 
that are part of a unique 
collection now housed 
at the UF College of 
Veterinary Medicine.
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In addition to their global significance as disease agents, 
mycoplasmas are important model systems for membrane 
biology, structural genomics and evolutionary bioinformatics 
as well as for defining the minimal requirements of a living 
cell, Brown said.

Although it is difficult to find documentation of economic 
impact, one recent report put the impact of mycoplasmas 
on poultry in California alone at $7 million to $10 million 
annually, Brown said.

“In Africa, $50 million to $100 million has been lost in cattle 
production due to certain species of mycoplasmas that we 
have eradicated in the U.S,” he said, adding that other strains 
cause economically significant losses in milk production.

Some mycoplasma species cause respiratory disease in pigs, 
causing significant losses in pork production, and a very 
important pathogen causes “atypical pneumonia” in humans 
known to account for up to 20 percent of all cases of human 
pneumonia in the U.S. and Western Europe.

Samples are relatively cheap — a mere $50 buys a tiny glass 
vial with a pink- or gold-colored, dust-like specimen inside of 
it that could make or break a scientific study.

Vials are sold on a nonprofit basis, with recipients covering 
the cost of shipping and ultimately of replenishing the 
sample when it starts to run out. 

Requests for specimens mostly come from other scientists 
and also from pharmaceutical industry representatives, 
Brown said.  

“ TH E  COLLECTION  REP RESENTS 
A  LIVI NG  ENCYCLOP EDIA , 
AS  TH E  MANY  I SOL ATES 
ARCH IVED  WITH I N  TH E 

COLLECTION  P ROVI DE  A 
H I STORIC AL  NARR ATIVE 

DATI NG  BAC K  TO  TH E  GEN ESI S 
OF  MYCOP L ASMOLOGY.”

-Nigel Harrison, Ph.D

This small vial contains one of several mycoplasma samples that 
are part of a collection of the bacteria now housed at UF and 
available to researchers studying various strains. 
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By Sarah Carey

University of Florida veterinary researchers say a simple DNA-
based test could help identify strains of a debilitating tickborne 
disease that infects an increasing number of people.

The research marks the first time scientists have demonstrated 
the ability to distinguish human from animal strains in ticks 
carrying the organism that causes anaplasmosis, the researchers 
said. This information could help them pinpoint areas where ticks 
that carry these strains are present in large numbers.

“With that knowledge, physicians could potentially 
enhance screening for the disease agent and 
begin earlier treatment of patients suspected 
of being infected,” said Anthony Barbet, 
Ph.D., a professor of infectious diseases at 
the UF College of Veterinary Medicine and   
a co-author of the study. “In addition, blood 
supplies used for transfusions could be 
better protected.”

The findings, by Barbet and Basima Al-
Khedery, Ph.D., a scientist with the UF 
veterinary college, in collaboration with 
researchers in Minnesota and Norway, appear in 
two papers published recently in the journal Pathogens.

Anaplasmosis is widespread globally and is caused by the 
bacterium Anaplasma phagocytophilum. The disease is 
transmitted to humans by tick bites, primarily from the 

blacklegged tick and the Western blacklegged tick, according 
to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. These same 
ticks also transmit Lyme disease and a parasitic disease called 
babesiosis, both of which have been reported in humans.

The number of anaplasmosis cases reported to the CDC has 
increased steadily since the disease became reportable, climbing 
from 348 cases in 2000 to 1,761 cases in 2010, though the 
mortality rate has remained low, at less than 1 percent.

In humans, the disease can be difficult to diagnose, as 
its symptoms are similar to those associated with 

other conditions, such as influenza and Lyme 
disease. These can range from mild to severe and 
include rashes, fever and chills, as well as aches 
and pains.

“The organism causing the disease is present 
in many domestic animals, wildlife, rodents 
and ticks worldwide, but not all strains infect 

humans,” Barbet said. “We have been analyzing 
the organism’s genome structure to try to work 

out ways to differentiate the strains that are causing 
human disease from other strains infecting ruminants, 

horses and other animals.”

The researchers found that strains that infect humans in the 
United States were very similar to one another and to the 
strains infecting U.S. dogs, but differed from strains infecting 
ruminants and horses. They discovered that these strains could 
be differentiated by a simple test that checks for a gene deleted 
in the human strains.

          “So far, only a small number of strains have been analyzed, 
mostly from the U.S., and the test now has to be applied to 
many more samples and animals globally,” Barbet said.

Barbet and his colleagues have studied anaplasma for 
years, first focusing on the strain that affects cattle, known 
as Anaplasma marginale.

“We just really want to understand more about the 
organisms that cause these diseases,” Barbet said. “Lots 
of what we worked out with the cattle strain is relevant 
to these new strains that are now infecting humans. 
We’re using the same methods to access the genetics of 
these organisms.”

U F  R E S E A R C H E R S :  N E W  T E S T  M AY
H E L P  I D E N T I F Y  H U M A N  S T R A I N S  O F 

T I C K - B O R N E  D I S E A S E

Dr. Anthony Barbet, 
left, and Dr. Basima 
Al-Khedery sit in front 
of computer-displayed 
genomic information 
from anaplasmosis 
strains. Anaplasmosis 
is a tick-borne disease 
that affects humans and 
animals.
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By Sarah Carey 

A gold-based drug currently used in human and veterinary 
medicine to manage certain immune diseases may prove 
useful in combating osteosarcoma, a devastating bone 
cancer that affects both dogs and people, according to 
University of Florida veterinary researchers.

By examining an aggressive bone cell line in both species, 
the researchers found that the drug, aurothiomalate, 
commonly known as gold salts, kept cancer cells from 
forming in the laboratory.

“We also were able to demonstrate that the drug slows 
tumor growth and decreases metastasis when canine bone 
tumors were created in a mouse model,” said Valery Scharf, 
D.V.M., the study’s lead author and a former small animal 
surgery resident at the UF  College of Veterinary Medicine. 
“This study shows that there is potential promise for the role 
of gold drugs as a part of bone cancer treatment in dogs 
and potentially in people, although more studies are needed 
before we can use them in a clinical setting.”

Osteosarcoma is the most common primary bone tumor 
found in dogs and accounts for the vast majority of cancerous 
tumors — around 80 percent — in canines. Osteosarcoma is 
rare in people and affects the long bones of the body.

“Osteosarcoma is a frustrating disease, as you can treat 
the local tumor, but the metastasis is something there is no 
effective means of preventing,” Scharf says.

Dr. Valerie Scharf prepares to examine a dog in surgery treatment room 
of the UF Small Animal Hospital earlier this year.

STUDY: GOLD BASED DRUG SHOWS 
PROMISE FOR FIGHTING BONE 
CANCER IN PEOPLE AND DOGS
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After studying unusual skin lesions seen in two orphaned 
sea otter pups, University of Florida scientists and their 
collaborators have identified a previously unknown pox virus 
in the infected animals.  

“To our knowledge, this is the first report of a poxvirus in 
a mustelid, the group of mammals including otters, mink, 
badgers, and related species,” said James Wellehan, D.V.M., 
Ph.D., an assistant professor at the UF College of Veterinary 
Medicine who specializes in virology and zoological 
medicine. “This virus appears to be distinct to a degree that 
it likely represents a novel genus.”

DNA testing revealed that viral gene sequences from both 
animals were identical, and that it represents a virus that 
had never been identified, according to findings that now 
appear online in the Journal of Wildlife Diseases. 

Members of the poxvirus family have been found to cause 
significant disease affecting both animal and human 
populations, and the emergence of smallpox in humans was 
a global pandemic. 

The scientists say the potential for transmission of this 
particular pox virus to humans is unclear. Although no pox 
infections have been reported in humans exposed to sea 
otters, the scientists advise wearing protective clothes and 
gloves when handling these animals either in the wild or in 
rehabilitation settings. 

The otter pups came from two geographically and 
genetically distinct populations -- one in Alaska and one 

in California - so the researchers say the virus must be 
geographically widespread. Both otters were undergoing 
rehabilitation at the time the skin lesions were noted and 
subsequently tested.  

UF researchers found the virus poses a threat because 
the lesions it causes interfere with the animals’ hair coat, 
impeding their natural ability to survive in water. 

 “When you look at a Steller’s sea cow, which is now 
extinct, a whale, or a seal, they all have significant blubber 
layers,” Wellehan said. “But what keeps sea otters alive 
in the cold water is their hair coat. Anything affecting 
their hair coat, with its incredible density of fur, is a huge 
problem for them.”

Additional studies are needed to determine the source of 
the virus, how it was transmitted to the otters, its potential 
for transmission to humans and its biological significance. 

“Understanding the diversity, ecology, and evolution 
of medically important groups of viruses is crucial to 
prediction and monitoring,” Wellehan said.

Other collaborators on the research team included 
Thomas B. Waltzek, D.V.M., Ph.D., an assistant professor 
of infectious diseases and co-director of UF’s Aquatic 
Animal Health program, Alaska SeaLife Center, Monterey 
Bay Aquarium, Northwest ZooPath, and the Canadian 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans.

S C I E N T I S T S 
D I S C O V E R 
N E W  P O X 
V I R U S  I N 

S E A  O T T E R S

By Sarah Carey Copyright Monterey Bay Aquarium, photo by Tyson V. Rininger
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With a cut of a ribbon on the afternoon of a hot summer 
day, the University of Florida College of Veterinary 
Medicine celebrated the official opening of a new equine 
sports performance complex during a grand opening 
ceremony at 4:30 p.m. June 6.

The $600,000 venue, funded through a combination 
of state and private dollars, will aid UF veterinarians in 
diagnosing problems that are often difficult to pinpoint 
in performance horses without direct observation of the 
horses under saddle.

The college’s dean, James W. Lloyd, D.V.M., Ph.D., greeted 
attendees, saying one of the key reasons for his interest in 
becoming dean was the college’s renowned equine programs. 
Raised around horses, Lloyd grew up riding trails and 
competing in the 4-H show ring. When he worked in private 
veterinary medical practice, horses were a large part of his job.

“So I’m thrilled to be able to lead a college of veterinary 
medicine that is right next to one of the true epicenters of 
the North American horse industry – Ocala,” he said. 

Lloyd added that the day’s timing, which immediately 
preceded the Belmont Stakes race in the Triple Crown, 
was impeccable also because the ceremony signaled 
the college’s commitment to helping the Florida horse 
industry consistently achieve exactly that level of 
preeminence, whether it involves race horses, hunter-
jumpers, show horses or other instances of the horse as 
an athlete.

“This equine sports performance complex will help us bring 
the latest in cutting-edge biomedical and clinical services 
to the Florida equine industry and the Florida veterinary 
medical profession,” Lloyd said. 

“We will build on a solid foundation of translational, or 
clinical, research, in partnership with the rich core of 
researchers on the UF campus, whether that involves the UF 
Health Sciences Center, IFAS, the College of Engineering or 
some other innovative scientists on campus.”

He added that UF will share its experience and expertise 
in research with world-class equine athletes as a model                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                  (Turn page)                                                                                  

N E W  E Q U I N E  S P O R T S 
P E R F O R M A N C E  C O M P L E X 

D E D I C AT E D

From left to right are Dr. Jack Payne, Dr. Suzan Oakley, Dean Jim Lloyd (cutting the ribbon), K.T. Steward and Dr. David Guzick.

Photo by Jesse Jones
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(From page 15)                                                                                                
for considering similar conditions of importance to 
thehuman athlete.

In addition, the new complex will provide a rich 
educational experience for the next generation of equine 
practitioners and biomedical/clinical scientists, and will 
enhance clinical services.

“Our unique portfolio of strengths in surgery, medicine, 
imaging and other diagnostics will be developed specifically 
to complement and augment those services available in 
the private sector,” Lloyd said. “Working hand-in-hand with 
the Florida veterinary medical community, we want to be a 
readily accessible resource of faculty expertise.”

Other speakers at the event included Jack Payne, Ph.D., 
senior vice president for agriculture and natural resources 
at UF, David Guzick, M.D., senior vice president for health 
affairs and president of UF Health, Suzan Oakley, D.V.M. 
(’91), president of the Florida Association of Equine 
Practitioners, and third-year veterinary student K.T. 
Steward, president of the student chapter of the American 
Association of Equine Practitioners.

Payne noted that for the 440,000 Floridians involved in the 
equine industry, “horses are their co-workers.”

“This facility says we care about our co-workers,” Payne 
said. “It also reminds us that in Florida, horse health means 

economic health. We have half a million horses in the state; 
that’s more than Kentucky has. They help us produce $2 
billion in goods and services annually.”

That IFAS and UF Health both have a hand in the College of 
Veterinary Medicine is no accident, Payne said.

“It reflects our awareness that medicine, on the way to 
saving millions of lives, has overlooked one of its own 
maladies – the tendency to divide itself by the species of 
patient,” he said. “Here is one place we integrate what we 
learn about medicine, whether it comes out of veterinary or 
human health.”

Veterinary student Steward offered remarks on behalf of the 
student body.

“Thank you to the donors for believing in us, to the college 
for molding us, and to the future clients for entrusting us 
with the care of your equine athletes,” Steward said. “With 
the introduction of this facility, we, the students, will be 
shaped into the top doctors, and dare I even say specialists, 
of the future of equine performance medicine.”

Located behind the main Large Animal Hospital building, 
adjacent to existing barns, the new complex is large enough 
for most performance disciplines, such as show jumping, 
dressage, Western sports and driving.

Lars, a gray Zangerhseide 
owned by Dr. Natasha 
Werpy, gets some 
exercise in the college’s 
new equine sports 
performance complex on 
July 28.

Photo by Marisol Amador
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By Sarah Carey

A University of Florida equine medicine 
speci alist, a leader in small animal 
infectious diseases, an internationally 
known reptile expert and a U.S. 
congressman have received the UF 
College of Veterinary Medicine’s 2014 
Distinguished Awards. 

The program was established in 2000 
to recognize outstanding alumni, 
faculty and friends of the college in 
the categories of Alumni Achievement, 
Distinguished Service, Special Service 
and Outstanding Young Alumni.

Adam Birkenheuer, D.V.M., Ph.D., and 
Chris Sanchez, D.V.M., Ph.D., both 
1995 graduates of the UF veterinary 
college, were joint winners of the Alumni 
Achievement Award. 

Birkenheuer, an associate professor of 
small animal internal medicine at N.C. 
State University’s College of Veterinary 
Medicine, is an internationally renowned 
expert on infectious diseases, specifically 
vector-borne infections of dogs and cats. 
A board-certified internist, Birkenheuer 
has published his research prolifically in 
highly respected peer-reviewed journals 
and has held numerous leadership roles 

in educating veterinary students and 
house officers at N.C. State as well as at 
the national level. 

His research discoveries during the 
past decade include the identification 
of a previously unrecognized canine 
infectious disease, known as babesiosis, 
in dogs in the United States. As a result 
of his work, veterinarians throughout 
the world are now able to more 
accurately diagnose and treat this life-
threatening illness.

Sanchez is an associate professor of 
large animal medicine at the college 
and a board-certified specialist in large 
animal internal medicine with specific 
interests in gastrointestinal diseases and 
neonatology. She heads the UF Hofmann 
Equine Neonatology Intensive Care Unit 
and her research in the area of gastric 
ulcerations in foals has changed the 
therapeutic approach in clinical care.

A frequent speaker at national and 
international meetings, Sanchez also 
presents her work regularly to horse 
owners and veterinary technicians. 
She has been recognized four times for 
excellence in teaching by UF veterinary 
students, who also selected her four 
times as Large Animal Clinician of 

2 0 1 4 
D I S T I N G U I S H E D 

AWA R D  W I N N E R S 
N A M E D

the Year, and received the Florida 
Veterinary Medical Association’s 
Clinical Investigator Award in 2007 in 
honor of her scholarly achievements. 

U.S. Rep. Ted Yoho, D.V.M., a 1983 
graduate of the college, received 
the Distinguished Service Award. 
Following graduation from veterinary 
school, Yoho practiced large and small 
animal medicine for several years in 
north central Florida. In 2012, he was 
elected for national office, becoming 
one of only two veterinarians now 
serving in Congress.

Yoho co-chairs the House Veterinary 
Medicine Caucus, a forum that helps 
provide members with information 
about the opportunities and challenges 
facing veterinary medicine and about 
the importance of the profession 
to public health, animal health and 
welfare, food safety and the economy. 
He also serves as a member of the 
House committees on Agriculture and 
Foreign Affairs and has co-sponsored 
numerous pieces of legislation of 
benefit to the veterinary profession.

Elliott Jacobson, D.V.M., Ph.D., a 
professor emeritus of zoological
(Turn page)

The college’s 2014 Distinguished Award winners included Dr. Elliott Jacobson, Dr. Adam 
Birkenheuer, Dr. Chris Sanchez, Dr. Andy Roark and Congressman Ted Yoho. 
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Thomas W. Vickroy, Ph.D., a 
pharmacologist and longtime 
University of Florida College of 
Veterinary Medicine faculty member, 
has been named executive associate 
dean of the college.

Dean James W. Lloyd, D.V.M., Ph.D., 
made the announcement following a 
comprehensive national search. The 
appointment is effective Aug. 1.

“Dr. Vickroy has a long, respected 
history with this college and great 
institutional knowledge,” said Lloyd. 
“He will be an excellent addition 
to our leadership team and I am 
delighted that he has agreed to 
accept the job.”

A professor in the college’s 
department of physiological 
sciences, Vickroy teaches veterinary 
pharmacology and previously has 
taught both small and large animal 
clinical pharmacology to professional 
(D.V.M.) students. He also teaches 
graduate students several subjects, 
including cellular neurophysiology, 
molecular and cellular neurobiology, 
mammalian pharmacology and 
advanced toxicology, both in the UF 
College of Veterinary Medicine and in 
the UF College of Medicine.        

Vickroy has won numerous awards for 
teaching excellence since he joined the 
faculty in 1988, including recognition 
of his contributions in the forensic 
science program, the College of 
Veterinary Medicine Clinical Sciences 

Dr. Thomas W. Vickroy

Teacher of the Year in 2003-04 and 
Class of 1996 Teacher of the Year.       

Also active in research, Vickroy’s 
achievements in veterinary 
pharmacology have included 
leadership roles such as regional 
director of the Food Animal Residue 
Avoidance Databank and regional 
animal drug coordinator for the Minor 
Use Animal Drug program, both 
funded by the USDA.

Although his career at UF has been 
spent primarily as a faculty member, 
he has also served in the college’s 
administration as interim associate 
dean for students and instruction 
from 2007 to 2010.

Vickroy’s primary responsibilities 
in his new role will include 
implementation of strategic initiatives, 
human resource management, 
leadership development, facilities and 
space, and institutional evaluation 
and reporting. He will often work in 
collaboration with the associate dean 
for students and instruction and 
the associate dean for research and 
graduate studies on these and other 
projects. All three associate deans will 
report directly to the dean.  

The national search and Vickroy’s hire 
were precipitated by the impending 
retirement of John Harvey, D.V.M., 
Ph.D., who will be leaving UF in 
September after 40 years of service 
on the UF veterinary medical faculty, 
six as executive associate dean. 

V I C K R O Y 
N A M E D 

E X E C U T I V E 
A S S O C I AT E 

D E A N
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(From p. 17)
medicine who served on the UF 
faculty for 33 years before his 
retirement in 2012, received the 
Special Service Award.  Widely 
respected worldwide in his field, 
Jacobson was in the college’s 
first class of residents-in-training 
in the former Laboratory Animal 
and Wildlife Medicine Service, and 
progressed through the academic 
ranks to full professor. He served 
as the zoological medicine service 
chief, and also as associate 
chairman of research and graduate 
studies for the department of small 
animal clinical sciences.

Jacobson has been honored 
numerous times by leading 
professional associations for his 
dedication to the protection and 
preservation of zoo and free-ranging 
wildlife. In 1989, he began research to 
understand health/disease problems 
in desert tortoises in the Mojave 
Desert of the southwest United 
States and has continued with this 
work following his retirement. 

This year’s Outstanding Young 
Alumni Award recipient is Andy 
Roark, D.V.M., a 2008 graduate of 
the UF veterinary college. Roark was 
included in the “25 Veterinarians 
to Watch in 2013” list published by 
Veterinary Practice News and is a 
popular speaker, a national award-
winning columnist and an active 
contributor to veterinary publications 
and websites. 

An associate veterinarian at 
Cleveland Park Animal Hospital in 
Greenville, S.C., Roark is known 
within the profession for his 
communications and leadership 
skills, business entrepreneurship 
and consulting expertise. He helped 
establish UF’s Veterinary Business 
Management Association chapter 
while a student at the college and 
now serves on VBMA’s national 
advisory board.

The awards were presented May 
24 at the Phillips Center for the 
Performing Arts during college 
commencement exercises.
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AAVC Resident’s Award

Andrew Smith, 
D.V.M., who 
completed 
his large 
animal surgery 
residency 
and is a Ph.D. 
candidate at 
the UF College 
of Veterinary 
Medicine, 
was  honored 
by a national 
professional 

association for his achievements in the 
clinical, educational and scholarly arenas.

In April, the American Association of 
Veterinary Clinicians, an organization of 
veterinary clinicians engaged in teaching 
and research at the professional, graduate 
or postgraduate level, presented Smith with 
its Resident Award, which is given annually 
to two residents selected from all the 
veterinary residents in North America.

His research interests include equine 
diagnostic imaging, orthopedic surgery, 
upper airway surgery, lameness and podiatry.

ACVIM Resident Research Award

Amy Stieler, 
D.V.M., (’11) 
a third-year 
resident in large 
animal internal 
medicine at 
UF, received 
a Resident 
Research 
Award at the 
American 
College of 
Veterinary 
Internal 
Medicine’s 
annual forum. 

Dr. Sarah Boston

UF veterinary professor honored for 
contributions in surgical oncology

Sarah Boston, D.V.M, D.V.Sc., an associate 
professor of surgical oncology at the UF 
College of Veterinary Medicine, has been 
honored by the Veterinary Society of 
Surgical Oncology.

Boston, who also serves as the group’s 
president,  received the Stephen J. Withrow 
Award during the society’s annual meeting, 
held Oct. 23-26 in San Antonio, Texas as 
part of the American College of Veterinary 
Surgeons’ annual conference. The award 
is given for advancing the art and science 
of surgical oncology, said Julius M. Liptak, 
B.V.Sc., a society founding fellow and former 
Withrow Award Winner.

More than 100 society members voted on 
the winner from a pool of 11 nominees, 
Liptak said.

UF Online Excellence Award

A graduate online course offered by the 
Maddie’s Shelter Medicine Program has                                                                            
been selected to receive an                          
OnlineEducation Excellence award from the 
University of Florida’s “UF Online” program.         

The award was given in the graduate                      
courses category. The course, titled                                                                                  
Integrating Veterinary Medicine with                                                                                                                                             
                                                            (Turn page)                                    

Animal Airwaves radio program wins 
national award

Animal Airwaves UF team members Melanie 
Ross, Nancy Hamilton, April Frawley, Dr. Dana 
Zimmel, Sarah Carey and Garrett Hall

 The UF College of Veterinary Medicine 
and the UF Health Communications office 
have received the highest honor in the 
Association of American Medical College’s 
2014 Group on Institutional Advancement 
awards competition – the Awards for 
Excellence.

UF’s award recognized the Animal Airwaves 
radio program, which features one-minute 

segments relating to animal health, and 
an hour-long live Saturday call-in show. 
It was presented on March 27 during the 
association’s annual conference in Salt 
Lake City.

The Group on Institutional Advancement 
awards recognize the most creative and 
effective approaches used to promote 
academic medicine in the United States 
through alumni, development, public 
relations, marketing and communications.

Judges of the competition called the program 
“a creative approach to problem-solving, with 
good documentation” and “delightful to listen 
to, professionally produced, with just the 
right, light touch, music and animal sounds.”

One judge commented that pets are “all 
around us, but so rarely on the radio” and that 
it was “very nice to hear creative solutions to 
improving outreach to pet owners and local 
veterinarians.” Another was impressed with 
“how much useful information was packed 
into very short segments.”

Animal Airwaves launched in 2011. The 
program airs on Gainesville’s public radio 
affiliate, WUFT-FM, and focuses on animal 
health and behavior as well as patient care 
and research breakthroughs, pet owner tips 
and trends within the veterinary profession

Currently, the modules air internationally on 
the American Forces Network, which reaches 
military bases worldwide; nationally on WPSU 
at State College, Pa., statewide on WGCU in 
the Fort Myers as well as in the North Central 
Florida primary coverage area.

The award was presented during the ACVIM’s 
annual forum, held June 4-7 in Nashville.

Given in the large animal internal 
medicine category, the award for Stieler’s 
presentation on the role of impaired 
sweat responses in macrolide induced 
hyperthermia in foals.

Honors & Awards
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National Institute of Health Fellowship

Yaima Lightfoot, Ph.D., a postdoctoral 
associate in the UF College of Veterinary 
Medicine’s department of infectious 
diseases and pathology, has received a 
three-year fellowship from the National 
Institutes of Health to support her research.

The Ruth L. Kirschstein National Research 
Service Award Postdoctoral Fellowship, 
in the amount of $159,328, provides up 
to three years of support for promising 
postdoctoral researchers who have 
the potential to become productive, 
independent investigators within the broad 
scope of biomedical, behavioral or clinical 
research.

Lightfoot’s research project will center 
on rebalancing intestinal pathogenic 
inflammation in intestinal disorders, 
including colon cancer using novel 
cellular and molecular approaches. She 
works in the laboratory of Dr. Mansour 
Mohamadzadeh.

UFRF Professorship

Rosanna Marsella, 
D.V.M., Ph.D., 
a veterinary 
dermatologist at 
the University of 
Florida College 
of Veterinary 
Medicine, has 
received a 
UF Research 
Foundation 
Professorship. 

Sponsored by 
the university’s Office of Research, the 
professorships are awarded to faculty 
members campuswide who have a 
distinguished current record of research 
and a strong research agenda that is likely 
to lead to continuing distinction in their 
fields. The honor includes a three-year 
salary increase of $5,000 and a one-
time $3,000 grant for research support. 
The professorships are funded from the 
university’s share of royalty and licensing 
income on UF-generated products.

Marsella, a professor in the college’s 
department of small animal clinical 
sciences, studies the immunology of 
allergic skin diseases and has a special 
interest in the causes of and treatments 
for atopic dermatitis, which affects both 
dogs and children.

Dr. Rosanna Marsella

Dr. Yaima Lightfoot

Dr. Elizabeth Bailey of Bayer Health Care 
with Andrew Torchia.

Bayer Excellence in 
Communication Award

Andrew Torchia, a third-year UF veterinary 
student, has received the 2014 Bayer 
Excellence in Communication Award.

Created and funded by Bayer HealthCare 
LLC’s Animal Health Division, the purpose 
of the award is to identify and reward 

Director of Veterinary Medical 
Admissions named 

Julia A. 
(Golden) 
Conway, 
D.V.M., 
(‘06) has 
been named 
Veterinary 
Medical 
Admissions 
Director 
at the UF 
College of 
Veterinary 
Medicine.

In her new role, Conway will provide key 
assistance to the college’s associate 
dean for students and instruction, 
Dr. Pam Ginn, by offering additional 
support to accommodate the demands 
of an increased class size, an upcoming 
curriculum review process and an 
upcoming American Veterinary Medical 
Association accreditation process, said the 
college’s dean, Dr. James W. Lloyd.

Dr. Julia A. Conway

(From p. 20)                                              
Shelter Systems” was created and is 
taught by Terry Spencer, D.V.M., a clinical 
assistant professor and director of distance 
learning for the Maddie’s program, with 
assistance from Michael Crandall, a media 
and instructional designer also with the 
Maddie’s Program.

veterinary students across the nation who 
are mastering effective communication 
skills. These skills are considered critical 
for helping to establish strong client 
relationships, which in turn lead to 
better compliance with medications and 
treatment plans for their animals.

Students competing for the award, which 
includes a $2,500 scholarship, submit 
recorded interviews of themselves in a 
clinical setting with a client. The submissions 
are then judged by a panel of faculty judges 
at each institution, who selected their 
school’s winner. 

“Dr. Conway’s primary focus will be the 
oversight of admissions and recruitment,” 
Lloyd said. “Additionally, she will oversee 
the Office for Students and Instruction 
when the associate dean needs to be away.”

Following her graduation from the UF 
veterinary college in 2006, Conway 
completed her residency in anatomic 
pathology at the college and became 
board-certified in 2010. She subsequently 
joined the college faculty as a clinical 
assistant professor in the department of 
infectious diseases and pathology, where 
her focus is dermatopathology.
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By Sarah Carey

Sarah Boston, D.V.M., D.V.Sc., waited 
four weeks for pathology test results to 
confirm that she had thyroid cancer. As 
a veterinary surgical oncologist at the 
University of Florida, her animal patients 
typically have these results in four days.

Her insights and frustrations as a 
cancer patient and survivor led the 
Calgary, Canada native to chronicle 
her personal observations in 
writing, which in turn has led to yet 
another role — that of published 
author.

Boston's book, titled “Lucky Dog: 
How Being a Veterinarian Saved 
my Life” was released by Canadian 
publishing company House of 
Anansi Press in June 2014.

“It’s basically about being a 
patient but also being a doctor, a 
veterinary doctor,” said Boston, 
an associate professor of surgical 
oncology in the UF College of 
Veterinary Medicine’s department 
of small animal clinical sciences. 
“It’s about that whole experience, 
but also about taking care of 
animal patients with cancer.”

Boston's odyssey began in 2011 
when she was still a faculty 
surgical oncologist at the Ontario 
Veterinary College, University of 
Guelph. She discovered a lump in her 
neck and went to her primary care 
doctor, who told her it was “probably 
fine.” At a gut level, Boston knew 
otherwise, based on the way the growth 
pushed against her neck and grew in a 
matter of days.

When she learned it would take 
two weeks even to be seen for an 
ultrasound, Boston had her husband, 

a fellow veterinarian, bring home 
a portable ultrasound machine so 
she could scan and view the growth 
herself. Even without biopsy test 
results in hand, Boston believed it was 
likely a carcinoma and she pushed to 
have it surgically removed.

“I knew this was going to be a thyroid 
carcinoma.” Boston said. “When I 
went to see my endocrinologist to 
go over these results, he just kept 
saying he was shocked.”

Between appointments with her 
endocrinologist, primary care doctor 
and head and neck surgeon, the 

O N C O L O G I S T  C A P T U R E S 
R E A L - L I F E  J O U R N E Y 

I N  N E W  B O O K

The Lucky Dog cover design is by House of 
Anansi Press. 

process of getting to her first surgery 
took 2 1/2 months.

“I remember at the time I was going 
through this, I had a patient whose 
owner was very upset that she had to 
wait a whole day to get a CT scan on 
her dog,” Boston said. “I remember 

just thinking: ‘You have no idea.’”    

In addition to juxtaposing her 
experiences with human and 
veterinary medicine, a central theme 
in Boston's book is the importance 
of taking personal responsibility for 
one’s own health.

“Our owners are advocates for 
their pets," Boston said. “If you're 
ill, either you have to be your 
own advocate or have someone 
advocate for you.”

Soon after her surgery and 
subsequent treatment, Boston 
spoke at a fundraising gala to 
benefit cancer research at her 
college. She decided to read 
excerpts about her experience to 
explain the connections between 
human and animal cancers.

After the reading, she went back 
to her table, where she happened 
to be seated next to Canadian 
author and journalist Noah Richler, 

who put her in touch with his wife, 
who happens to be president and 
publisher of House of Anansi Press. 
Boston eventually met MacLachlan in 
Toronto, and the book evolved soon 
after. “I know how lucky I am,” Boston 
said. Boston’s book is available at 
Amazon.com. 

Honors & Awards
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The owners of a dog treated at the 
University of Florida Small Animal 
Hospital have made a gift to honor their 
beloved dog, Franklin, and the cardiology 
resident who assisted in his treatment.

The Franklin Cardiology Fellowship was 
created in memory of Franklin Seth-
Douglas, a rescued English foxhound 
who suffered from heart failure due to 
a defective mitral valve. UF veterinary 
cardiologists, including Ashley Jones, 
D.V.M., a third year cardiology resident, 
helped extend Franklin’s life and ensure 
his excellent quality of life, according to 
Franklin’s owners, Monisha Seth, M.D., 
and Anthony Douglas, M.D.

The fellowship will extend the 
cardiology residency program at the 
UF Small Animal Hospital to include an 
extra year of fellowship research.

“Franklin was our sweet boy and we 
created the fellowship in his honor,” 
Seth said. “Our hope is that his legacy 
will inspire future research and 
education in veterinary cardiology.”

Gifts to the Franklin Cardiology Fellowship 
will enrich the cardiology residency 
program and will make possible new 
advances in the diagnosis and treatment 
of veterinary cardiac disease.

There are currently now over 30 
university and private practice 
residency programs in existence, said 

F R A N K L I N 
C A R D I O L O G Y 

F E L L O W S H I P  C R E AT E D 
I N  H O N O R  O F  D O G , 

R E S I D E N T

Dean Jim Lloyd with Dr. Monisha Seth, Dr. 
Anthony Douglas, Dr. Amara Estrada and Dr. 
Ashley Jones. 

For The 
#GatorGood

Some people dream about 
making the world a better 
place. Gators are out there 
doing it. Every day. 

Through intellect and effort, 
Gators pull together, inspire 
each other and move the 
world forward. The more 
impossible a challenge seems, 
the harder a Gator will work 
to overcome it. Whether it’s 
advancing treatments for 
juvenile diabetes or protecting 
the orange crop, we approach 
every day with a singular 
purpose. One that’s bigger 
than ourselves. 

Because we are Gators. 

Always.

Amara Estrada, D.V.M., chief of the 
hospital’s cardiology service.

“All are excellent in their clinical 
training programs, but virtually all 
trainees finishing these programs 
enter into private practice instead of 
academia,” Estrada said. “This has 
created a great void and need for 
academic veterinary cardiologists that is 
not likely to change unless the training 
programs adapt and shift their training 
focus in response.”

However, this is a difficult task when 
most of the funding for these programs is 
generated by clinical income, she added.

“This is why Anthony and Monisha’s 
special gift and creation of the Franklin 
cardiology fellowship is so valuable,” 
Estrada said.

“ O U R  H O P E  I S 

T H AT  H I S  L E G A C Y 

W I L L  I N S P I R E 

F U T U R E  R E S E A R C H 

A N D  E D U C AT I O N 

I N  V E T E R I NA R Y 

C A R D I O L O G Y. ”
-  D R .  M O N I S H A  S E T H



                                    Fall 2014  |  23 
 

THE COLLEGE OF VETERINARY MEDICINE 

Honor Roll of Donors for 2013-2014

The 2013-2014 University of Florida College of Veterinary Medicine Honor Roll of Donors is a way of recognizing generous gifts to the 
college. The students, faculty and staff are most appreciative of this support. This year’s honor roll includes names of all cash & gift in kind 
donors of $1 or more between July 1, 2013 and June 30, 2014. Your name should appear in alphabetical order among donors who made 
gifts of similar amounts. Many alumni choose to make gifts to the college in the name of their veterinary practice and the practice name 
is listed.  In addition, we have included cumulative lists of our Dean’s Circle of Excellence & Bequest Society members. The Dean’s Circle of 
Excellence is a premier society that supports unparalleled educational and institutional excellence at the college. Members of our Bequest 
Society have included the college in their estate planning at a value of $10,000 or more. In spite of our efforts, omissions and errors 
sometimes occur and we want to know to know about them.  If you have questions or corrections concerning your listing, please contact 
the Office of Development and Alumni Affairs, College of Veterinary Medicine, PO Box 100125, Gainesville, FL  32610-0125, (352) 294-4256.

$1,000,000+
Jean S. Bidwell (d)

$100,000 To $999,999
Anonymous (1)
The Batchelor Foundation, Inc.
Victoria I. Ford
Hill’s Pet Nutrition, Inc.
Maddie’s Fund
Nestle Purina PetCare Co.
Paul Nicoletti

$75,000 To $99,999
Petsmart Charities, Inc.
Sweetbay Foundation
Merial, Ltd.

$50,000 To $74,999
Anonymous (1)
ASPCA
William E. Anspach, Jr.
Boehringer Ingelheim 
     Vetmedica, Inc.
Marianne A. Burbach
Betty H. Jones Rev Trust
The Joy McCann Foundation
Alan & Barbara Pareira
Zoetis

$25,000 To $49,999
Anonymous (1)
AHVMF
James C. & Mary F. Bransford
The Humane Society of the   
     United States
James J. Colt Foundation

$10,000 To $24,999
Anonymous (1)
American Veterinary 
     Medical Foundation
A. H. Burnett Foundation
Caloosa Veterinary 
     Medical Society, Inc.
Columbia Food Service, Inc.
Tine W. Davis Family Foundation
Sean J. & Jodi R. Greene
Kathleen B. & Arthur G. Hornsby
IAMS Co.
Joan Joesting-Mahoney (d)

Paul & Lea Levine Foundation
Harold Morris Trust Fund
Operation Catnip of Gainesville, Inc.
Patterson Cos., Inc.
Petco Foundation
Lisa & Harry Posin
Samuel A. Gardner Trust
Sebring Animal Hospital
Small & Toye Scholarship Trust
Synageva BioPharma Corp.
Veterinary Investments, Inc.
Westlab Pharmacy, Inc.
Peggy Y. Wilhelm

$5,000 To $9,999
Anonymous (1)
Arthrex, Inc.
Barnett Property 
     Management, Inc.
Paul T. Cardeilhac
Betsy R. Coville ‘88
Robert L. & Heidi S. Ferdinand
Aurelio E. & Berta T. Fernandez
Florida Poultry Federation, Inc.
FVMA Foundation, Inc.
Cindy & Irving Lerner ‘82  
Mary H. & Bernard M. Levine
Purina Animal Nutrition LLC
Save the Manatee Club
Monisha A. Seth & 
     Anthony E. Douglas
The O. L. Moore Foundation
The University of FL SCAVMA, Inc.

$1,000 To $4,999
Anonymous (3)
AHOOF Sunshine State 
     Horse Council, Inc.
American Greyhound Council, Inc.
Animal Medical Clinic at 
     West Town Place
AVMA PLIT
Banfield Pet Hospital
John R. & Adele D. Bass
The Bay Branch Foundation
Bayer Corp.
Chet Blackey ‘84
Lydia S. Borgatta
Boyette Animal Hospital, Inc.

The Brunetti Foundation
Buck Lake Animal Hospital
Sarah K. Carey
The Cat Hospital of Ft. Myers, P.A.
Choice Medical Systems, Inc.
David Clapperton
Coastal Veterinary Hospital
Columbia Food Service, Inc.
Conway Veterinary Hospital
Lourdes C. Corman
David W. Cromer
Morris P. Culpepper III
Paul A. Curasi ‘85
Larry G. Dee
Leigh Denton ‘82
Walt Disney World Co.
Katherine A. Doerr ‘10
Eleanor B. Drew
Christopher S. Eich ‘92
Fernandina Beach 
     Animal Clinic, Inc.
Ruth M. Franczek ‘81
Paul K. Gartenberg ‘86
Gibraltar Gainesville Mt. LLC
Jeffrey S. Godwin ‘80
Jean Goodfellow
Shawn P. Gorman ‘01
Governor’s Scholarship Programs
Barbara & Arnold Grevior
Gulf Gate Animal Hospital, Inc.
Halifax Veterinary Center
Elizabeth A. & John W. Harvey
Robert R. & Margaret Hase
Hillsborough Animal Health
Glen F. Hoffsis
R. Bryan & Amy R. Huff ‘97
Mark W. Hullstrung
D. Emily Humphreys-Beher
Julio A. Ibanez ‘80
Infectious Diseases, Inc.
Jacksonville Veterinary 
     Medical Society
John & Martha Carter Foundation
Stephen M. Joiner ‘84
Dana K. Juillerat ‘03
Tamara F. Kelly ‘87
Gerald M. Klein
Jacalyn N. Kolk
Douglas J. Lammers

Pamela S. & Murry L. Langfitt
Lap of Love Veterinary Hospice
Larson Dairy, Inc.
Ivan & Nadina Lavernia
Douglas R. & Lillian C. LeBlanc
Rob Leonard ‘86
Marta P. Lista ‘00
James W. Lloyd
Lund Animal Hospital
G. Brad ‘02 & Rebecca L. 
MacKenzie ‘02
Matanzas River Animal 
     Hospital, Inc.
Maumee Valley Doberman 
Pinscher Club
Moody C. McCall ‘86
Dean A. Mitchell
Era J. Moorer ‘81
Multi Radiance Medical
Susan Tanhauser Munn ‘99
Elizabeth ‘82 & 
     Lawrence Murphy, Jr. ‘82
Theresa Parrott Nenezian ‘83
North Orange Veterinary Hospital
Novartis Animal Health
Matt G. ‘89 & Ashley B. Oakes ‘89
Gainesville Offshore Fishing 
     Club, Inc.
Jennifer S. Pallozzi-Long ‘99
Nanette P. Parratto-Wagner ‘85
Francisco Perez-Mesa & 
     Miriam Perez
Pethealth Services (USA), Inc.
Scott & Maureen Pierce
Plantation Animal Hospital, LLC
Gregory T. Reppas ‘08
Ridge Veterinary Medical Society
Ann L. Riebe
Royal Canin USA, Inc.
Richard Rubinstein ‘92
Safe-Capture International, Inc.
Salzburg Animal Hospital, Inc.
Scott Mill Animal Hospital
South Mountain Equine
St. Johns Veterinary Hospital
Merrill R. & Rena B. Stevens
Betsy L. Swisher
TCAH Pet Health Care Center, Inc.
UF Health Shands Hospital
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University of Florida
VCA Antech, Inc.
Veterinary Hospice of 
     South FL, Inc.
Village Veterinary
Denise M. Vondrasek Kanzler ‘88      
     & James A. Kanzler, Jr.
Michael T. Walsh
Margaret M. Yarborough

$500 To $999
Anonymous (2)
Airport Road Animal Clinic
Animal Clinic 
Animal Clinic of Windermere
Animal Medical Clinic, 
     Melbourne, FL
Animal Medical Clinic 
     at Sawgrass
Animal Wellness Association
Anthony F. Barbet
Bay Vet Consulting, Inc.
Barry L. Beal
Ann B. Beshore
Blackdog Veterinary Services, Ltd.
Bloomingdale Animal Hospital, P.A.
Carlisle Small Animal 
     Veterinary Clinic
Amy B. Clemons ‘08
College of Vet Med Class of 2016
Collier County Veterinary 
     Society, Inc.
Ugo Colombo
Companion Animal Hospital
Julia A. ‘06 & Dane P. Conway
Stephanie S. Correa ‘96
Karen B. Davis ‘81
Downtown Pet Hospital
Pamela S. Drake ‘82
Gary W. Ellison
Hector F. Fernandez
Florida Discount Drugs, Inc.
Fondren Pet Care Center
FPM Medical Mangement, LLC
Ruth Francis-Floyd ‘83
Guy C. Gibson ‘90
Jonathan Gurland ‘91
Henry D. & Stephanie J. Hirsch
Patricia A. C. Houff-Novey ‘87
John P. Hutchison ‘98
Glenn D. Huth ‘96
Jensen Beach Animal Hospital
Dale S. Kaplan-Stein ‘81
Dorothy J. Kaufmann
Knowles Snapper Creek
     Animal Clinic
Richard ‘89 & Tatiana Langford
Manor Veterinary Hospital
Merck Animal Health
Irma Molina
Christine Moore
Mt. Carmel Animal Hospital
National Greyhound Association

North American Discus 
     Association
Novey Animal Hospital, Inc.
Olive Branch Pet Hospital
Parkway Animal Hospital
Mitchell A. & Sharon A. Perelman
Pet Calls Animal Hospital, Inc.
Lesley L. Phillips
Jeanne M. Pittari ‘87
Planco Veterinary Care, Inc.
John H. ‘82 & 
     Melanie E. Collins-Porter
Quail Roost Animal Hospital, Inc.
Laura B. Raymond ‘82
Relief Veterinary Services
Erika Rosenblatt
Sarasota Veterinary Center
Michael Schaer
Vera R. Segall
Segrest Farms, Inc.
Amy Simmons
St. Francis Pet Care Clinic
Amy E.S. Stone ‘02
Tavares Animal Hospital, P.A.
Village Square Veterinary Clinic
Jonathan R. Wald ‘84
James P. Waller, Jr. ‘96

$250 To $499
Anonymous (2)
Advanced Veterinary Care 
     of Pasco
David R. Aiken
All Animal Clinic
Animal Clinic of Nassau County
Animal Medical Clinic, Wabasso, FL
Animal Medical Clinic 
     at Wellington
Aurora Organic Farms, Inc.
Sarah Anne Balaguer ‘08
Bayonet Point Animal Clinic
Steven A. Beecham ‘82
Richard A. Beldegreen ‘85
Latayah Benedetti ‘81
Beville Animal Hospital
Big Bend Veterinary Medical Assn.
Judith & Daniel Burstein
Care Animal Hospital 
     of Brandon, Inc.
Cecilia O. Carey ‘90
Steven B. Carroll
Citrus Animal Clinic, P.A.
Robert D. & Jennifer L. Clark
Jill Colloton
Karen G. Connary ‘94
Kirsten L. Cooke
Joseph N. Covino ‘03
Tom G. Cox ‘83
Kevin T. Cronin ‘97
Crossroads Animal Hospital 
     at Kendall
Dayspring Farm
Rachel V. DiSesa

Wm. Tod Drost ‘91
Deidre C. DuBissette ‘85
Lenore Dyess
Edgewater Animal Hospital, LLC
Edgewood Animal Clinic
Larry A. Gainsburg ‘80
Alexander E. Gallagher ‘01
Gardens Animal Hospital
Mark Gendzier ‘87 & 
     Virginia Quelch ‘87
Pamela E. Ginn
Karen Heard ‘81
Kerry I. Jackson ‘92
Chantal M. Jones ‘86
Carolina L. Le-Bert ‘08
Rhonda K. Lovett
Laura G. & John M. McDermott ‘88
Milton J. McKelvie ‘83
James P. Micinilio ‘91
Dragan Momcilovic
Eileen Naaman ‘81
National Veterinary Associates
Newtown Veterinary Center
Northwest ZooPath
Northwood Animal Hospital, Inc.
Oakhurst Animal Hospital
Ramon A. Perez-Lopez ‘87
Gail K. Perfect ‘83
Pet Care Clinic, Inc.
Quail Hollow Animal Hospital
Susan K. Ridinger ‘87
Allison H. Rogers ‘90
Sabal Chase Animal Clinic
Santa Fe Animal Hospital, Inc.
Robin L. Sego ‘99
Simmons Veterinary Clinic, Inc.
Robert J. & Ashley J. Sniffen
South Florida Beef-Forage   
     Program
Southland Animal 
     Hospital & Board
Sunset Lakes Veterinary Clinic,  P.A.
Robert G. Tate ‘84
Timberlane Pet Hospital & Resort
VCA Antech, Inc.
F. Robert Weeren ‘87
Westervelt Charitable Trust
Weston Road Animal Hospital
Jo Ann Winn
Lori A. Wise ‘85
James E. Woods ‘01

$100 To $249
Anonymous (3)
Kim P. Ahrens
Susan E. Anderson ‘83
Animal Medical Clinic 
     of Windemere
Ark Animal Hospital
Devon A. Atria ‘10
Brett D. Babir
Jill D. Barabas ‘10
Rus M. Bauer & Dawn Bowers

Jitender Bhandal
Brooke Bloomberg ‘07
Howard P. Bouchelle III ‘03
Suzanne C. Brannan ‘91
Mark Case Brigham ‘81
Ashley Brown
Kate Brown ‘82
Lizette L. Bryan
Beth A. Buchanan ‘84
Nancy L. Burns
Adair Alspach Bush (d) ‘82
Allison B. Cannon ‘03
Heather Caristo-Williams
Erin B. Carr ‘14
Margaret Carter
Celia A. Casey
John B. Christoph ‘90
Sarah H. ‘01 & Jeffrey D. Clarke ‘01
Coastal Veterinary 
     Surgical Specialists
Lisa R. Cole
Lisa A. Conti ‘88
Brian G. & Olga Cooil
Michael Coss
Charles H. & 
     Deborah G. Courtney
Carolyn Daries
Susan Daries
Elizabeth G. Davis ‘96
Nicole M. Dielo ‘05
Diana Gonzalez-Edmonds ‘03
Cynthia A. Grey
Daniel R. Grossman ‘01
Gulf Breeze Animal Hospital
Joan B. Hadraba
Patricia A. Hamilton ‘99
Harry H. Harkins, Jr.
Michael J. Herman ‘85
Sharon K. Hiemenz
Daniel A. Hill ‘81
Home Van Pet Care Project, Inc.
Janet Isherwood
Debbie J. Jarman
Carl T. Jehn ‘06
Lana Kaiser
Paul M. Kaplan ‘82
Ray M. ‘95 & Holly S. Kaplan
Audrey A. Kelleman ‘95
Todd L. Kenner
Kitchen & Spice
Jayne Klein
Joseph A. Kline
Lake Emma Animal Hospital
Lake Worth Animal Hospital
Jeff Lakritz
Denise L. Lam ‘89
John N. Larson
Todd K. Laughrey ‘92
Josette LeBlanc
Li-Anne Liew
Joan R. Lyon
Martha F. Mallicote
Rita Manarino ‘87
Mary Ellen Markunas-Feick ‘86
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Mark E. Mazaleski ‘93
Lindsay S. McKay ‘03
James S. McManis
Alfred M. Merritt II
Mid-Atlantic Vet. Surgical 
     Serv., Inc.
Tracy J. Mieras ‘94
Judith A. Milcarsky ‘86
Tina M. & Craig R. Miller
Dean L. Mimms
Christy O. Montgomery
David L. Moses ‘86
Janet G. Nesbitt ‘84
Noah’s Ark Animal Hospital, Inc.
North Street Hotels, Inc.
Northside Animal Hospital
Vivian C. & Craig O’Dell
James Osteen
Willis G. Parker
John H. Parks
Laura L. Pearson ‘92
Christina P. Pellicane ‘86
Maureen Y. & Roger G. Petroff
Megan C. Petroff
Plenty of Pitbulls, Inc.
Leslie Pope-Hall
Destiny L. Prezzano ‘05
Joyce Rabon
John T. Rand ‘12
Andrew Rappaport ‘84
Kathy Reger
Joe L. & Sue N. Reina
Sarah Reuss
Julia J. Reynolds ‘85
Marilyn Susan Richmond
Margaret M. Roberts-Levy ‘05
Sheilah A. Robertson
William G. Rodkey
Robert Rubenstein
Julia A. Runnfeldt ‘93
A. Fleet Ryland III ‘81
S. Clark Butler Properties Ltd.
Linda C. Sanchez ‘03
Leigh A. Sawyer ‘85 & 
     Gerald V. Quinnan, Jr.
Gregory K. Shamrock ‘88
Barbara A. Sheerin
Jacqueline S. Shellow ‘87
Robert G. Shimp
Mary M. Smart ‘85
Christopher D. Smith ‘10
Kenneth B. Snyder ‘85
Lance B. Sprenkle
Christine L. St. Jean-Mejia ‘94
Julie M. Stephens-DeValle ‘91
Jeremy Stewart
Amanda Stiff
David A. Storey
Pamela A. & Thomas Storrar, Jr.
Bruce Sullivan ‘92
Sandra M. Taboada ‘84
The Fur Seasons LLC
Sharon R. Tiberio ‘82

Tomoka Pines Veterinary Hospital
Cathryn E. Turner ‘88
Claudia Valderrama ‘95
Mary Vallianatos
VCA Briarcliff Animal Hospital
Veterinary Associates
Veterinary Mobile Endoscopy 
     & Diag.
Shannon M. Vicario
Brian H. & Barbara F. Vitsky
Robin Wallen
Patricia C. Walsh
Virginia M. Walsh
Brenda L. Weissman ‘06 &  
     Michael S. Benn
Mary A. Wertenberger-Hart ‘88
Jean M. West
Ruth E. West ‘11
Stacey H. West ‘12
Linda Wetzel
Richard B. Williams ‘81
Richard Willinger
Debra T. Wilson ‘87
Michael B. Windley ‘81
Leslee S. Winter ‘82
Patricia H. Wlasuk
Karen E. Wolfsdorf ‘92
Dana N. Zimmel ‘95

$25 To $99
Anonymous (3)
Affiliated Veterinary 
     Specialists, P.A.
All Creature Animal Clinic
Animal Medical Center
Apalachee River Animal Hospital
Argay Cat Clinic/Hospital for Cats
AVS of Jacksonville
Ashley M. Baker ‘10
Dena D. Baker ‘00
Susan J. & Gunther W. Balz
Mackenzie R. Beckman
Sherri S. Beckman
Benson Veterinary Services, Inc.
Bevis Veterinary Hospital
Maggie A. Bielecky
Sandra L. Black ‘91
Sabina Blanco-Squires ‘08
Braden River Animal Hospital
Scott Brady
Mary R. Bressman ‘00
Eric J. Bucki ‘05
Calene F. & Hilary J. Candela
Carol L. Cirigliano
Clear Lake Animal Hospital
Randi P. Cohen ‘02
Jill M. Cooke
Heather J. Courtney
Jackie Creager
Marie Crofoot
Laurie K. Daigle
Katherine D. Davies
Nancy P. & Daniel Davis

JoJo Day
Kimberly De Vries
Kathleen M. Deckard ‘99
Brian A. Di Gangi ‘11
Jennifer A. Dill-Okubo ‘11
Jeniva L. DiPietro
Beverly & David Domrese
Lara D. & Robert M. Donlon
Anthony B. Durham
David Paul Durrance
Elisabet V. Eppes
Carla Faust-Bare
John Fetrow
Wade Fisher
Timothy P. Flood ‘85
FL Veterinary Medicine 
     Faculty Assn.
Cristina Gallo-Aquino & 
     Henry Aquino
Manuela K. Garner ‘92
Melissa Gawaldo ‘00
Margaret G. Gaylord
Kelly H. Giesbrecht ‘84
Laurie R. Gray ‘89
Angela G. Guevara ‘08
Gulf Coast Animal Hospital
Edward L. Haeussner ‘98
Amy S. Hall ‘03
Lois A. Harper
Robert N. Harper
Healing Light Veterinary Service
Marcine V. Higbee
Robert H. Higbee
John W. Hirsch
Dorene Hoffman
Janet L. Hope
Linda P. Horky
Elizabeth G. Hughes ‘85
Dawn M. Huisenga ‘06
Brian C. Hurley ‘94
Priscilla E. Irvine
Island Animal Hospital 
     of Venice, P.A.
Susan J. Kellner
James H. Kidwell ‘12
Kara Kolster
Pamela V. & Michael J. Korn
Tammy A. Kramer
William P. Kruger & 
     Angela R. Amorosi
Marian S. Lappin
Iske L. Larkin ‘00
Jeffrey S. Lavine ‘09
Alison L. Law
Stephnie A. Liff ‘09
Janis Liro ‘80
Raeyna Longtin
Stacy M. Lopez
Gary A. Lukacs ‘84
Georgia A. Lyons (d)
Robert J. MacKay
Kelly N. Mariotti
Amanda J. Martinot ‘03

Terilyn A. Mazza
Christine F. McCann
David Menard
Jonathan K. Meyers
Bianca M. Miller
Marjorie W. Miller ‘87
Peter J. Miller
Angela M. Mitchell
Mobile Pet Vet
Moses Creek Animal Hospital
My Animal Veterinary Mobile 
     Service LLC
Tecla B. Myrick ‘94
Kenneth C. Nayfield ‘80
Dale & Nancy A. Nicholson
Northampton Animal Health, Inc.
Judith A. Oliver ‘99
Orlando Pet Connections
Jennifer L. Owen ‘09
Laura A. Pae
Robin C. Palmer
PetPB
Polk Equine P.L.
Dhani Prakoso ‘11
Barbara A. Progulske ‘86
Karen E. Prymak-Oldick ‘94
Anna Raevsky ‘87
Carlos Ranone
Penny D. Rawles
Rawls Veterinary Hospital, Inc.
Riverside Animal Hospital
Mark C. Robinson
Rocky Creek Veterinary Hospital
Damon B. Rodriguez ‘97
Regino F. Rodriguez, Jr. ‘09
Shirley J. Roth
Fred Sandberg & Linda Millman
Gayle S. Sanders & 
     Charles R. Sinclair
Daniel J. & Erin M. Sanetz
Robert Sanetz III
Katherine H. Saunders
David L. Sausville ‘85
Beverly Savage
Scarbrough Animal Hospital
Mitzi L. Schepps ‘90
Sheryl L. Selby
Stephen Shores
Marilyn Z. Slack
Scott F. Slotterbeck
Andrew J. Specht
Sara K. Steward
Rueben M. Stokes
Alice J. Straughan ‘84
Samuel S. Strauss ‘82
Michele Strawmire
Kristen S. Sullivan ‘00
Erin L. Sund
Sunnybrook Animal Hospital
Donna S. Tedesco
J. Alex Thomasson
Timuquana Animal Hospital
Tops WV 241
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Lawrence W. Ulrich
Varsity Veterinary Center
Veterinary House Calls
Veterinary House Calls 
     for Pets, Inc.
Alexander Villarreal ‘98
Stacie M. Wadsworth ‘85
Jan C. Walker
Michael Walkowski
Maud Wallen
Wells Fargo Community 
     Support Campaign
Wells Fargo Foundation
James R. Woodburn, Jr.
Kristy & Rich Woods
Gretchen M. Yost ‘00
Maria D. Zarate
Karen M. Zimmerman ‘87

Up to $25
Chris & Jerry Barber
Bell Shoals Animal Hospital
Paul A. Bernard
Megan F. Brown ‘12

Ryan M. Burroughs
Madonna Carr
Gayle Cartwright
Mary C. Chase
Katrina Marie Ciccarelli
Community Animal Hospital
Richard D. Coreno
Susan & Robert F. Cosmai
Vanessa J. Cunningham
Cynthia A. De Mates
Philip E. Defabio ‘13
Sharon E. Dehart ‘10
Tina Dragotta & John Cilento
Deborah W. Earney
Michail Forman
Asha A. George ‘11
Julie Gifford
Stacey Goldstein
Ashley L. Hamilton ‘10
Sandra H. Harmon
Anna Miller Harper
Robert & Retha Hase
Katherine M. Hogan ‘13
Kali A. Holder ‘09

Ruth A. Hyatt
Paul Kennedy
Danielle M. Kofler
Jessica R. Larson
Jessica J. Leeman ‘11
Alan T. Legato
Karen R. Legato
Len F. Lucero ‘12
Gail L. Marchman
Margaret E. & David L. Mays, Sr.
Jessie L. Melvin
Midway Animal Hospital
Eve Milkman
Cat Monger
Dawn Morgan-Winter
Joel B. Navratik ‘93
Betty Nichols
Sonia E. Pearson ‘93
Erin L. Ramsdell ‘12
Susan H. Reichey
Patty V. Ross
Caroline A. Rubin
Zoe H. Seale
Farah Shahidpour

Shank Animal Hospital, Inc.
Brenda M. Sigmon
Kristin B. Stroud ‘01
Glenda Szura
Laurie Taubman
Col. Robin L. Taylor (Ret.) ‘82
Debbie C. & Norbert F. Thomas, Jr.
Mark & Nancy Thorlton
Tinseltown Animal Hospital
Diane G. Tremblay
Kate Valdovinos
Verandah Pet Hospital
Veterinary Acupuncture 
     & Wellness, Inc.
Tracy L. Wallace
Lisa M. Weppner ‘92
Maryann P. Yaeger ‘09
Gary Zinderman ‘98

Dean’s Circle of Excellence

Listed below are friends of the college who have joined this premier society that supports unparalleled educational and institutional 
excellence. Lifetime members include people who pledged a cash gift of $25,000 or who have documented a bequest gift of $100,000+. 

Loyal members include those who have pledged a cash gift of $5,000. This is a cumulative list rather than a fiscal year list.

Lifetime Members
Patti & Bill Alcorn
Dena Baker & Andrew Taylor
Susan Carastro & Kim Skielnik
Betsy R. Coville
Aurelio & Berta Fernandez
Barry Goldberg
Heidi Goss
Richard & Cheri Kane
Timothy P.  Lassett
Bern & Mary Levine
Jim Lloyd
Scott & Kristy Lund
Dana McDaniel
Nanette P. Parratto-Wagner

Loyal Members
David Ball & Kim Schemmer
John R Bass 
Jack & Mrs. Rebecca Beal
James M. Brechin 
Caloosa Veterinary Medical 
     Society, Inc.
Frances Carter
Luis Castro 
Julia & Dane Conway 
David Cromer 
Larry Dee
Ricardo & Jacqueline Diaz
Katherine Doerr
Christopher & Tiffany Blocker Eich
Bob Encinosa
Charles & Carol Fischman 
Paul Gartenberg 
Ernest C. Godfrey
Jeff Godwin
Barbara & Arnold Grevior
John Harvey
Bob & Margaret Hase

Glen Hoffsis
Amy & Bryan Huff
Mark Hullstrung
Julio Ibáñez
Jacksonville Veterinary 
     Medical Society
Stephen M. Joiner
Dana Kale Juillerat
Denise Vondrasek Kanzler & 
     James Kanzler, Jr.
Dale Kaplan-Stein
Tamara Faulkner Kelly
Karen Legato
Robert Leonard
Marta Lista
Jennifer Long
Moody McCall
Michael McNulty
Dani McVety
Lawrence & Elizabeth Murphy
Paul Nicoletti
James E. Pennington

Robert Porter
Richard Rubinstein
Stephen Shores
Richard C. Sutliff 
Susan Tanhauser-Munn
David Tollon
Edna Lynn Turner
Richard Wilkes
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College of Veterinary Medicine Bequest Society

Listed below are friends of the college who have provided documentation that they have included the college as a beneficiary in their estate 

plans at a value of $10,000 or more.  This is a cumulative list rather than a fiscal year list.

 Anonymous (22) 
William E. Adams (d)
Jacqueline & Jack Aimi
Jeanne E. Arkin
Fredrick Hugh W. Ashford
Margaret A. Atwood
Dena D. Baker ‘00 & 
     Andrew M. Taylor
Melanie V. Barr-Allen
Melvin & Barbara Berk
Jean S. Bidwell (d) 
Bernard W. Bigger (d)
Helen A. Bild (d)
Phillip & Sally Bohr
Robert & Pauline Boucher
Leland W. Brannan
Joyce Bryan
Adele Bucci-Machata
Marianne A. Burbach
Michael A. Burke ‘91
Helen E. Campbell (d)
Sarah K. Carey
Victoria L. Clampitt
Edward & Jeanette Cole ‘94
Rachel Rambo Cowley (d)
Mary J. Craig
Edna Croland (d)
F. Crosman Fitler, Jr. (d)
Jacqlin M. Crotty
Morris P. Culpepper III
G. Samuel Davis
Larry G. Dee
Richard C. DeKoker (d)
Joseph E. Dorsey
Denise Drennan
Jack & Linda Eads
Susan E. Ellis
Anne C. Fleming
Josephine P. Fletcher
Dorothy B. Flynn (d)
Leonard A. Franz (d)

(d)=deceased

Victoria I. Ford
Ben Franklin, Jr.
Donald W. Garrett
Ann Gasponi (d)
Mark E. Gendzier ‘87
Heidi J. Goss
George T. Gwathmey (d)
Karl & Roxann Hart
Robert B. Hartless II
Jeannette M. Hastings (d)
Jan C. Heflinger
Theodore H. Heide (d)
Amy A. Heimann
Carey A. Heinrich
Priscilla Henderson (d)
Candace Jo Hofer
Georgia E. Hofmann (d)
William S. Hopper Family Trust
Arthur & Kathleen Hornsby 
Jack B. Humphries (d)
Scott & Vicki Hunt
Jean Imparato (d)
Donna S. Ing
Clara S. Inman (d)
Joseph E. Jablonski (d)
Barbara C. Joslin (d)
Joan Joesting-Mahoney (d)
Richard Z. Kane ‘84
Marilyn N. Keehr
Dorothy R. Klick
Jacalyn N. Kolk
Joseph A. Korjenek (d)  
James M. Kosmas
Timothy P. Lassett
Carol Levine (d)
Morton J. Levine
John & Jan Lewis
Dorothy Luder (d)
Georgia A. Lyons (d)
Carol A. Magarine (d)
Arie S. Marable (d)

Fran Marino
Celia S. Martin
Kimberly Mason
Louis G. Matigot (d)
Dana McDaniel
Michael J. McNamara
Barbara & Franklyn Meyers
Marilyn Middleton
Phylis L. McLaughlin (d)
Billie K. Miller (d)
Jerome & Shirley Modell
Dick & Lorene Monroe
Beverly A. Moreau
Harold Morris Trust Fund
Susan Mularski-Dismuke
Paul Nicoletti
George (d) & Marge Nieves 
Henry L. Normand (d)
Alan & Barbara Pareira  
Edwina Parkinson Trust
Philip L. Paront
Nanette P. Parratto-Wagner
Lillian L. Parry (d)
Madeline S. Pearson
Folke H. Peterson (d)
Scott & Maureen Pierce 
George H. Pollack
Kathleen M. Pollack
Virginia Quelch  ‘87
Barbara A. Ragan
Barbara H. Reark
Kathy Reger (Mother of 
     Thomas W. Ernst)
Joseph Renton
Diane Reser
Marilyn Susan Richmond
Susan K. Ridinger ‘87
Wayne H. Riser (d)
Jacquelyn Rittenhouse
William P. Roberts
Rob Roknick

Robert D. Romine, Jr.
Bernard J. Rudo (d)
John Rufus
Donna B. Sachs
Doris J. Salsbury (d)
Helen Samaras  
Suzanne J. Schwertley
William & Brenda Selph 
Joseph G. Slick
Sherilyn K. Solanick 
Almeda C. Stemple (d)
Claudia & Michael Strong
Mark Thorlton
Helen D. Tolmach
Anne Troneck (d)
Mary Anna Tyson (d)
Katrina D. Vanesian
Gloria C. Vargo
Gerri Voller
Jonathan Wade
Roberta H. Waller
Wendy A. Wallner (d)
Sharon F. Walton
Michael & Diane Ward
Frances P. Weaver (d)
Harriet B. Weeks (d)
Robin Weeks (d)
Bethene G. Wilkinson
Grace T. Wilson (d)
Audrey M. Woods (d)
Elaine Young
 



Oct. 9-12 
The Florida Association of Equine Practitioners will 
hold its 10th annual Promoting Excellence Symposium 
at Hilton Head Island, S.C. The college will have an 
exhibit booth and will host an alumni gathering during 
the event. For more information, visit 
http://givingandalumni.vetmed.ufl.edu/.

Oct. 17-18
UF and the college celebrate alumni Homecoming 
weekend. The Class of 1984 will have a 30-year 
reunion, and the Class of 2004 is returning for a 
10-year reunion. A pre-game alumni celebration will 
take place UFCVM. For information, visit 
http://givingandalumni.vetmed.ufl.edu/.

Oct. 26
Team Vet Med will once again ride the Horse Farm 
Hundred and will raise money for D.V.M. scholarships. 
All riders are welcome to participate.

Jan. 17-21
The North American Veterinary Conference and 
CVM alumni gathering will be held in Orlando. The 
college’s gathering will be held Jan.18 at the Marriott 
Orlando World Center. For more information, visit 
http://givingandalumni.vetmed.ufl.edu/.
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Melba, a goat owned by Elisa Anderson, is shown after surgery at the UF Large Animal 
Hospital in June. She is  recuperating well from her procedure, which resulted from a bout 
with mastitis. Shown are third-year veterinary student Jordi Behrens, Dr. Anastacia Munro, a 
visiting human anesthesiologist from UF Health Shands Hospital and Dr. Sharon Tenenbaum, 
a UF CVM anesthesia resident.

Photo by Sarah Carey


